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1d you know there were “Blue Px.pamlﬂs” in -
EAlabama? That’s;the name glven ‘to one selec- 4
fion ofia variety qf Christmas trees’ grown at the
_oldest €hristmas Tree farm in Alabama = g2

Orlglnaﬂy grafted from an Arizona cypress, this partl
tree maintains a natural beautiful shape throughout its 3
gmwmg_ season and retains.a vibrant look throughout.the
Christmas season if watered consistently. =R
Chester “Cl;&k?’ Steﬁ-hens had actually started experl-
mentlng with trees when, he was an : ‘ag student at Auburn
in 1941. “Not long the:rbafter, spent'some time in Europe
where an issue had i}ﬁ%en that demanded my assistance.
However,” he said-with a wink, “We too are of }:”'
" Eventually setthﬂ&b}‘ck down in A?tau County after
the war, he estabhshed the Chl‘lﬁtm s*ft«ree farm areund
1950, the first of such in the state. Located on. 55  acres in
the southeast sectlon of the county, this legacy pro,perty
had passed from generatlon to generation in his w1fe, s fam- -
ily since they had obtained it.in 2 land grant back'in the
" '1820s or 30s. The first Mrs. Stephens passed away several
years ago, and some of the original land has been divided +
between the children. P
Certified as a TREASURE Forest in 1997, Mr. Check’
primary objective was timber and his secondary objecti
was, wildlife. In addition to Christmas trees, other m
use management practices on the property at o
included catfish ponds, beef cattle, cotton, and huntmg,r Iﬁ.,, »
conducted prescribed burns, maintained food plots, and = "
carried out stand management plans. ! e
Now retired and in his 90s, Mr. Stephens still lives on :
the farm, along with his new bride, Miss Margaret While -
most of the multiple-use practices have ceased, he remains e,
active in managing his trmber interests and contlnues to
enjoy growing Christmas trees. He understands the j joy r
these trees bring children, as well as the TREASURED
Christmas memories made by families finding that pel‘fé_ct. o,
tree, then cutting it, taking it home and decorating it . = "3 A
- «there’s just nothing like the fragranceof a “real” ‘_1._' i 1"
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