Farm Service Agency
Introduces New Initiative to
Restore Longleaf

CP36 is a federally subsidized conservation-practice -
designed to provide numerous conservation and environmental benefits.

Pine Forests

By Claude Jenkins, Land Stewardship Biologist
(In partnership with the Alabama Forestry Commission, the Alabama TREASURE Forest Association,
the Alabama Wildlife Federation, and the USDA Forest Service)

n October 2006, the United States

Department of Agriculture’s Farm

Service Agency (FSA) introduced a

new longleaf pine initiative
designed to reforest up to 250,000 acres
of longleaf pine in nine Southern states.
Conservation Practice 36 (CP36) under
the continuous Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) will be the vehicle for
achieving this initiative. Landowners in
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana,
Mississippi, North Carolina, South
Carolina, Texas, and Virginia — states that
include the natural range of longleaf pine
forests — may be eligible to participate in
the new initiative if CRP CP36 eligibility
requirements are met.

Historically, the longleaf pine was the

dominant tree species on an estimated 60
million acres and occurred in mixed for-
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est stands on another 30 million acres
along the coastal plain from east Texas to
the Piedmont of Virginia and extending
into the mountains of Alabama and
northwest Georgia. However, natural
stands of longleaf pines have rapidly
declined and currently occupy less than
three million acres of its original range.
Much of the residual forest is severely
degraded, and thus, does not function as
a viable ecological system or provide the
values for which the historical forest is
known.

Eligible land includes cropland that is
located within the historical range of the
longleaf pine in the nine states and is
suitable for the establishment of longleaf
pine. In addition, cropland must meet the
basic CRP requirements and have been
cropped four out of six years between

1996 and 2001. Eligible acres are auto-
matically accepted instead of being com-
petitively ranked as in the general CRP.
While enrollment is automatic, it must
not exceed a state’s allocation. Therefore,
CP36 will be allocated on a first-
come/first-serve basis.

CP36 indeed provides landowners
tremendous incentive to restore and man-
age longleaf pine stands. With CP36, it is
possible to provide critical habitat for
many wildlife species while supplying
landowners with a valuable timber
resource. The key is proper management;
just simply planting longleaf pines will
not accomplish the conservation and
environmental goals of the initiative.
Sign-up began December 1, 2006, and
will run continuously (i.e. eligible land
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may be enrolled any time) until the
250,000 acres are enrolled or December
31, 2007, whichever comes first. For

initiative contact your county Alabama
Forestry Commission office, your local
FSA office, or see the FSA website at

The following table provides acres
allocated for CP36 for each state.

more information on the longleaf pine www.fsa.usda.gov. ®
sep o ACRE ALLOCATION
MONETARY PAYMENT STATE ACRES
AND COST-SHARE
Alabama 37,000
FSA will provide landowners with monetary incentives and )
cost-share to offset the high cost associated with planting long- Florida 42,750
leaf seedlfngs. The f0||0\-NIn-g types of payments will be offered: Geamla 44.750
*A one-time, up-front Signing Incentive Payment of $100 per
acre which will be paid after eligibility criteria are met and Louisiana 36,250
the CRP contract is approved; -
Mississippi 21,500
eAnnual rental payments for the length of the contract (10 to )
15 years). Payments are based on the agriculture rental North Carolina 32,250
value of the land; South Carolina 21,000
*A one-time Practice Incentive Payment equal to 40% of the
eligible installation costs. The payment will be made after Texas 10,750
CP36 is installed and eligible costs are verified; Virginia 3.750
. ) . . - .
Cost_share assistance up to 50% of the eligible reimbursable Total 250,000
practice costs.

Land Stewardship Biologist Assistance Program

Three Land Stewardship Biologists (Claude Jenkins, Ryan Prince, and

Randall Seal) personally visit with Alabama’s landowners to provide free

wildlife management assistance and advice through the Land Stewardship
Biologist program—an innovative partnership between the Alabama Wildlife
Federation, Alabama Forestry Commission, Alabama TREASURE Forest
Assaciation, and the U.S. Forest Service.

Since the inception of the program in MORTH REGION

L Ryan Prince
August of 1999, the land stewardship biol- Phone: 256.463.2272
ogists have provided technical assistance | Ryan.Prince@foresiryalabama pov
to over 983 landowners and evaluated CENTRAL REGIO
over 531,635 acres across Alabama. Claude Jenkins

Phone: 334.285.4550
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For more information about this free
program, contact your local Land
Stewardship Biologist or visit the AWF's
website at www.alabamawildlife.org.

cjenkins@alabamawildlife.org

SOUTH REGICHIN
Randall Seal
Fhone: 251 .867.5368
Randall Seali@forestry.alabama.gov
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