


STATE FORESTER’S
MESSAGE

by C. W. MOODY

I am more convinced that they are special people. I recently met with TREA-

SURE Forest owners John Rudd, Larry Trotter, James Hughes, Ned Folmar,
Aaron Sellers, Leonard Blanton, Chuck Lewis, and Floyd Clemons at Guntersville
State Park. The purpose of our meeting was to explore ways that we might better serve
the needs of TREASURE Forest owners in Alabama as well as better educate and encour-
age forest landowners to become TREASURE Forest practitioners. We left that meeting
filled with enthusiasm and with several excellent ideas which we will pursue.

We gave emphasis to the upcoming Third Forest Landowner and TREASURE Forest
Conference which will be held in Montgomery on September 11-12. A maximum
effort should be exerted to get forest landowners to attend this conference so that they might
benefit from current forestry information, improved forestry practices, and also be solicited
to adopt and practice TREASURE Forest management. The TREASURE Forest
landowners at Guntersville thought that it would be a good idea to have current
TREASURE Forest landowners attending the conference to bring at least one potential
TREASURE Forest landowner to the conference. I hope that you will seriously consider
this. A registration form for the conference is on the back cover of this magazine. Please
take a few minutes now while you are thinking about it and send it in! If you don’t want
to cut your magazine, simply print the same information on a piece of paper and mail it
in with you registration fee!

Another area that I want to call to your attention is the unfair competition by Canadian
manufacturers in the American lumber market. Stumpage owned by the Canadian
government is sold to their forest industry at well below market prices for timber in the
United States. The National Forest Products Association and others who have been looking
into this consider that this practice by the Canadians is designed to capture American
markets with subsidized Canadian lumber.

There is a bill in Congress—the Omnibus Trade Bill by Gibbons (D. Florida)—that would
correct this problem. This matter has a direct impact on forest landowners in Alabama
in that reduced demand for timber depresses the prices paid for stumpage. It also
has implications to jobs in Alabama and America. I urge you to exercise your rights by
letting our two senators and your congressman know of your attitude regarding this matter.

E ach time I have the opportunity to be associated with TREASURE Forest owners,

Sincerely,



COMMISSIONERS
G. A. Gibbs
Chairman

Scott Langley R. L. Porterticld
J. B. Neighbors Jack Hopper
Homajean Grisham Kelly Sistrunk

STATE FORESTER
C. W. Moody

ASSISTANT STATE FORESTER
Charles A. Pigg

ALABAMA FORESTRY PLANNING
COMMITTEE

Alabama Departiment of Conservation and
Natural Resources

Alabama Department of Education. Vocational
Division. Agribusiness Education

Alabama Forestry Commission

Alabama Soil and Water Conservation Committce

Alabama Cooperative Extension Service.
Auburn University

School of Agriculture. Forestry and Biological
Sciences. Auburn University

Alabama Agricultural Experiment Station.
Auburn University

USDA—Farmers Home Administration

USDA—Forest Service

USDA—Soil Conservation Service

USDA— Agricultural Stabilization and
Conservation Service

Tennessee Valley Authority

The Alabama Forestry Commission supports
the Alabama Forestry Planning Committee’s
TREASURE Forest Program. This magazinc is
intended to further encourage participation in
and acceptance of this program by landowners
inthe state. Any ofthe agencices listed above may
be contacted for further information about the
TREASURE Forest program.

ASSISTANT
EDITOR TO EDITOR
Cynthia K. Page Anita Benton
TECHNICAL ASSIGNMENT
EDITOR EDITOR
Timothy C. Boyce Neil Letson

CIRCULATION STAFF
Louis Hyman
Sue Smitherman

TECHNICAL ADVISORS: Louis Hyman, Forest
Management: James Hyland, Pest Management: Robert
Kucera. Tree Improvement: Gary Faulkner. Utilization:
Neil Letson, TREASURE Forests: Walter Vest. Forest
Law Enforcement: Ray Tucker. Rural Community Firc
Protection: Hugh Mobley. Forest Fire Protection: Bill
Padgett. Forest Nurseries: Tom Cambre. Hardwoods.

Cover Photo: Clarke County TREASURE owner
Vivian White stands with her 3-year-old planted pines
near the Tombigee River.

Alabama's TREASURED Forests

Volume V Summer Issue, 1986 Number 3

CONTENTS

It’'s A Dream-Come-True. ........... .. . . 4
By CYNTHIA K. PAGE. Editor

WATER QUALITY: Another Segment of a TREASURE Forest . ... ... 8
By MARK F. BEELER. Forest Management. Tuscaloosa

Do It Yourself Forestry ........... ... ... 10
By LOUIS HYMAN, Chicf. Forest Management

MAKE IT YOURSELF: A Customized Biltmore Stick .............. ... 12
By DON BURDETTE. Forest Management Specialist. AFC. Florence

Landowners Legislative Alert
NATIONAL—By J. KENNETH MYERS. Legislative Affairs Staff.

U.S.D.A. Forest Service .. ..o 16
STATE—By FRANK SEGO. Legislative Liaison. Alabama Forestry Commission. .. ... .. 17
Order Seedlings Now! ... ... ... ... . .. ... ... ... ... 21
By BILL PADGETT. Chief, Nurseries Section
Protect Your TREASURE From ForestPests ..................... ... 22
By JIM HY LAND, Chict. Pest Management
TIMBER HARVESTING: Which System Would You Select? .......... 23
Inspecting TimberSales................. ... ... 24
By DAVID A. HOGE. Lands Coordinator
You Ought To Be In Pictures! .............. ... ... ... ............ 25
Hunter’s Choice Deer Season in Alabama................. ... ... .. 26

By ROBERT E. WATERS. Biologist. U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation Service

Hats Off tothe AFC! ... ... . .. . . . . . ... . . 27
By SAM GRAVEL. District Forester. Huntsville

The Road To TREASURE ...... ... ... .. ... ... ... ... 28
By ROBERT L. WIGGINS, Forest Management, Montgomery

Controlling Erosion Provides a Better Environment
ForBothManandTrees. .. ... ... ... .. ... . ... . ... .. ... ... 29
By JERRY JOHNSON., State Staff Forester, U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation Service

Memorial. ... ... . 31

DEPARTMENTS

Activities . . ... 18
Calendar . ... ... ... . . 20
Editor’s Understory . ............ ... . .. . . . 7

Alabama’s Treasured Foresis is published quarterly by the Alabama Forestry Commission. 513 Madison Avenuc.
Montgomery. AL 36130. Telephone 261-2525. Bulk-rate postage paid at Montgomery. Alabama. POSTMASTER:
Send address changes to: Alabama’s Treasured Forests, 513 Madison Avenue. Montgomery. AL 36130.

SUMMER 1986 3



Vivian White’s Riverbottom Swamp Is More Than Woods

TS A

DREAM-COME-TRUE

by CYNTHIA K. PAGE, Editor

THE TomBIGBEE RIVER slowly winds
through the deep woods of Alabama.
Having spilled over its banks numerous
times, the river has built some mighty fer-
tile bottomland down through Southwest
Alabama. Sprawled out along its east bank
near Coffeeville in Clarke County is living
proof of what nature and man—rather,
“‘woman’’—can do together. A 3600-acre
TREASURE belongs to Vivian and Mary
Alice White!

Though both sisters own the property,
Vivian has taken up the role of forest man-
agement. Neither 1s afraid of hard work.
Whether the hay needs baling or the cows
need to be fed, both women can do just
about anything they set their minds to do!
As children, they learned to work together;
as adults, they share a commitment to
developing the land that was their father’s
dream.

Necessity Prompts Action

In 1974, Vivian White had her career
well established. With a degree inchemistry,
she had made her place in pharmacology re-
search at Research Labs in Birmingham.
Not quite 30 years old at the time, she was al-
ready considered a success by any standard.

Tragedy struck! Her father died, leaving
the management of the farm to his wife and
two daughters. Vivian and Mary Alice both
kept their jobs and still tried to keep the
farm operational. A school teacher by trade,
Mary Alice was able to devote her summers
almost entirely to plowing, planting, and
tending cattle. Vivian tried commuting
every weekend from Birmingham but soon
realized that someone needed to devote full
attention to the farm for it to be successful.

She quit her job and moved back to
Coffeeville to live with her mother. She had
no business background and had to learn the
ropes. Quick witted and intelligent, she soon
knew how to keep the books as well as
handle all of the planning required to stay

4 Alabama’s Treasured Forests

in the black. After all, farming and logging
is a lot more than just physical ability!

Vivian explained how she really got
started. *“We had to pay a great deal of tax
after my father passed away. We had 2000
acres of woodland, so the source of income
was not a problem. The know-how was!
My father used to log, but / didn’t know
how to conduct a timber sale.

One of her first contacts was Ron True
with Alabama River Woodlands (ARW).
He sent a company representative out along
with Hybard Paul, a local wood dealer.
After inventorying the timber, they made an
offer. Not only did she sell the timber, but
a lasting and profitable relationship was
established with the Paul family.

I didn’t really feel the necessity to get
closed bids on all of my timber sales because
[ know the people I’'m dealing with,”’
Vivian pointed out. ““That trust factor
is important. I'm completely satisfied that
I’ve always gotten a competitive price, but

Vivian enjoys the beauty of her hardwood
bottom.

if you don’t have that situation, closed bids
are a good idea.”’

Hybard Paul’s son, Maurice, knew a great
deal about forest management and began to
work with Vivianand Mary Alice. In the late
70’s, contact was made with the Alabama
Forestry Commission and a Woodland
Resource Analysis Program (WRAP) plan
was made for the property. Tree planting,
prescribed burning, and timber stand im-
provement soon filled Vivian’s time, and a
new cash crop was growing on the farm!

Timber—A Crop and an Enjoyment

*“When my grandfather first bought the
land down by the river,”” Vivian reflected,
“‘people around here thought that he was
crazy to buy that piece of swamp! To walk
through there now, it’s easy to see why! The
earth is rich and some the finest timber
around is growing down there!”’

That’s a fact! The hardwoods in that 922-
acre bottomland are a sight tobehold! Vivian
believes in natural regeneration for her hard-
woods, especially in an area as sensitive as
the river bottom. Seeking the advice of the
Alabama Forestry Commission’s hardwood
specialist, Tom Cambre, she soon put his
recommendations into effect.

Overstocked areas were thinned, allowing
room for the higher quality trees to grow.
The water level was lowered in the cypress
pond to permit germination of new seed-
lings. Vivian favors that cypress area above
all else. ““It’s just so beautiful!”’ she ex-
claimed. ‘‘The wood ducks and white ibis
are simply glorious, and in the spring the
scattered wildflowers just help to bring the
place alive!™

Some other areas nearby were left com-
pletely untouched either for aesthetic
reasons, wildlife enhancement, erosion
control, or stabilization of the environment.
“‘Even though we may sacrifice a little on
timber production, the other areas have to
be looked after, too,’” said Vivian. *‘Oh, you



could cut the trees, but then you wouldn’t
have all of the other things that make this
place so beautiful and such an enjoyment!”’

After the harvest to pay off some of the
taxes, Vivian set out to site prepare and
replant. ““There was one thing we didn’t
count on,”” she said. ‘‘Hurricane Frederic!
There wasn’t a soul around anywhere to do
the site preparation. Finally, 1 found a
fellow with a flat blade. It worked out all
right, but he really did push up a lot of dirt!”’

Another area was planted to pine near the
river, but Vivian has faced a constant battle
trying to keep the hardwoods out. “*Mr.
Cambre looked at it and said that itis a
natural hardwood site, and that they will
grow best there,”” Vivian explained. “‘He
recommended that I let them come on back
and maintain a mixed stand on that one
small plot for a while.”

There has never been a pine harvest on
the White farm without a followup planting.
Site preparation methods are carefully
selected, though, especially on slopes and
in the riverbottom. Maurice Paul has a
chipping operation and usually cleans up
the logging slash behind a harvest. The
chips can be sold either to Masonite or to
Alabama River Pulp. A root rake then pulls
up the rest, and windrows are piled and
burned. In some cases herbicides followed
by burning have been effective.

All planting—between 400-500 acres—
has been done by hand. Almost all of the
planted pines have been Livingston Parrish
or improved loblolly purchased from the
Alabama Forestry Commission nursseries,
McMillan-Bloedel, Scotch, and Alabama
River Woodlands.

Wildlife

With over 900 acres in hardwoods, this
is most certainly a wildlife haven. Besides
the hardwood mast, a number of food plots
are strewn throughout the property.

Prescribed burning has improved the
habitat in pine stands. The cypress pond
also is excellent for waterfowl, especially
ducks!

‘“We let our friends hunt here,”” Vivian
said, ‘‘but we impose some rules and regu-
lations. In the future we may consider lease
hunting. We do have a lodge now that the
family uses for recreation, and we’re remod-
eling another old house for that purpose.
When it’s finished, we may just use the first
one for a hunting lodge. Right now, though,
our family and friends are enjoying the
hunting opportunities.””

Resolving Problems

Forest management isn’t as clinical as
pharmacology research, and Vivian soon

Vivian stands in front of the hunting plot map.

¥ A ’ o

The cypress swamp is a haven for ducks and other wildlife.
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learned that Mother Nature can sometimes
create problems. In 1976 there was some
beetle damage. These trees were promptly
salvaged. Then in 1979, Hurricane Frederic
left his mark. Damaged trees were removed
before insects and disease could take over
and spread.

When Vivian first returned to the farm,
some of the mature stands looked like
jungles—heavy understory, briars, and
much too crowded. A good prescribed
burning rotation along with thinning has
greatly increased the timber production
as well as the wildlife.

““This year, we planted some pines,”’
Vivian said, ‘‘but I’'m afraid that we're
going to have poor survival because of the
drought. They’re just drying up in the field,
and even if it rains now, it probably won’t
help much.”’

Beavers have also caused some problems
in the riverbottom sloughs and creeks.
‘“We've broken up dams and put out traps.
This is something, though, that has to be
done constantly!”’ Vivian exclaimed. *“Bill,
our farm foreman, really gets involved with
the little critters. He even got so attached to
one that he had been trying to catch for such
a long time that he named him ‘Sam’. Well,
one day we saw Bill with a big grin on his
face coming up the road with a beaver in his
hand. He had caught Sam!”’

Access to the large acreage was another
problem. After ten years, there is now
a road that will take you pretty close to
anywhere you want to go on the property.
‘“We hauled in dirt and built bridges all
along until we finally finished it!’’ said
Vivian. ““It’s so nice to ride through!”’

One last battle has been with the govern-
ment over land needed for a dam and a re- Ty
fuge. “‘T know that these projects are worth-  1here’s room for pines and pasture on the 3600 acres!
while,”” Vivian said. ‘‘Sometimes, though,

a landowner doesn’t even know that his land : 5= ey

is being considered until it’s too late. They [
already have 200 acres of our land. Now
they want more for this refuge. They adver-
tised the project in a newspaper north of
here, rather than in our local papers. They
are not managing their land as well as 1
am, and I somewhat resent the fact that
they take mine and then neglect it! One
fellow called and asked me what my price
was. I told him that there isn’t a price. In
fact, what’s down there isn’t worth much
to anybody, but it’s got my blood and
sweat in jt!”’

Vivian and Mary Alice have indeed put
blood and sweat into the property. Their
affection for each other and cooperation has
literally made their father’s dream come
true. It’s beautiful. It’'s a TREASURE
Forest and a Tree Farm. Somehow, though,
it appears to be even more than that to the 2o : :
two White sisters! i Some of the natural pines are still growing to maturity.
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EDITOR’S
UNDERSTORY

by CYNTHIA K. PAGE, Editor

HEN FACED WITH THE DECISION t0

forfeit her pharmacology career,
Vivian White was apprehensive and uncer-
tain. After all, she was almost 30 years old
and had a lot of money and time invested in
an education and her job.

“It’s so funny now,’” says the 40-year-old
petite blonde. ‘‘I never use my college
training anymore, but I’'m so happy just
doing what I do!™

Just what is that? First, there’s Vivian, the
landowner. It’s hard to imagine such an
attractive blue-eyed picture of femininity
bouncing through the woods in a four-wheel
drive, baling hay, or planting trees! This
lady’s not as soft as she looks, though. In
fact, she’s a pretty tough taskmaster, too!

Not knowing anything about forest
management didn’t stop her either! In five
years, she has accomplished just about
everything that could be accomplished in
a TREASURE Forest—pine production,
hardwood management, wildlife enhance-
ment, aesthetics, soil erosion control, and
protection of the environment. Each of
these areas has been addressed in a highly

visible fashion, even though timber is the
primary objective. Besides a beautiful
TREASURE, the property is also a Tree
Farm. Just recently, Vivian was named
Alabama’s Tree Farmer of the Year! As
a landowner, she also believes in sharing
her knowledge with friends and neighbors
and has allowed her property to be used as
a site for demonstrations. Additionally,
Vivian has assisted in the preparation of
slide presentations used by the Alabama
Forestry Planning Committee agencies.

Vivian is also a farmer. Raising hay and
cattle can be pretty tough work. Supervising
two full-time employees, Vivian and her
sister have kept their father’s farming oper-
ation alive. Many times, they personally
operate the equipment, order parts, and do
anything else that has to be done.

Another cap Vivian wears is that of an
entrepreneur. In March, 1985, she and her
sister along with Hybard Paul began oper-
ating a church furniture manufacturing plant
in Grove Hill. ‘I keep the books, and
Hybard purchases all of the materials we
need,”’” Vivian explained. ‘“We kept the 65

employees who were already here, and
we’ve been successful! In fact, we may have
to add another shift just to get caught up
with all of the orders.”” Ultilization has been
a major factor in the sucessfulness of the
operation. Nothing is wasted. Scraps are
used in some fashion!

Mayor Vivian White presides over town
meetings in Coffeeville and signs all the city
legal documents. Vivian says that this has
been one of the most rewarding experiences
of her life. “‘Ilove working with the elderly
people here,”’ she said. ‘‘“They’re just all
so grateful.”’

Vivian, the daughter, speaks fondly of
her 75-year-old mother. Energy must run
in the family. Vivian laughed as she pointed
to a box in the corner, ‘“Mother decided to
try selling flavoring!”” She may well, indeed,
if she ever tires of traveling!

As a sister, Vivian demonstrates a ten-
derness and genuine affection for Mary
Alice, a few years older than she is. They
do many things together, and always coop-
erate when the best interest of the family is
at stake. ‘‘Mary Alice always goes along
with whatever management decisions are
made—whether it’s at the business or on
the farm. We never would have made it
without her understanding, encouragement,
and support. She’s a hard worker and a
tremendously strong person in every way.”’
So is Vivian, whichever hat she might be
wearing for the day.

Driving back toward the main road, we
passed the farm foreman’s house. Vivian
threw up her hand and shouted, ‘‘Hey,
Bubba!”’ She then explained that Bubba was
handicapped and spent almost all day swing-
ing on the porch. *‘Oh, I meant to bring him
some of that pound cake, even though he
says he only likes cake that’s got all its
clothes on!’’ she said remorsefully.

There’s also Vivian, just a kind, com-
passionate person. ki
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WATER QUALITY

ANOTHER SEGMENT OF A
TREASURE FOREST

by MARK F. BEELER, Forest Management, Tuscaloosa

Public Law 92-500, passed by Congress
in 1972, said that by 1983 every stream,
lake and coast in America will be clean
enough to swim and fish, wherever possi-
ble. The Alabama Forestry Commission
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(AFC) and the Alabama Water Inprove-
ment Commission (AWIC) were in the
process of developing voluntary guidelines
for the protection of water quality and
promoting voluntary usage of these guide-

lines prior to the passage of the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act. The AFC
lowing completion of the plan in Novem-
ber, 1978, Governor Fob James certified it
as Alabama’s offical plan.




submitted a proposal in September, 1976,
to the AWIC for development of the Silvi-
cultural Runoff Management Plan. Fol-

Because of the interest and cooperation
demonstrated by the forestry community to
maintain its reputation as conservators
of natural resources and to demonstrate its
ability to correct water quality problems
linked with silvicultural activities, the
program to improve water quality is non-
regulatory or voluntary.

The creation and enforcement of laws,
rules, or regulations prescribing specific
forest practices were considered a less
desirable alternative as a means of achiev-
ing the goals of water quality because of the
simplicity of the design of a non-regulatory
nonpoint water quality program; the un-
desirable possibility of licensing forest
operators; and the undesirable possibility of
requiring landowners and forest operators
1o obtain permits prior to applying certain
silvicultural treatments.

Even though PL92-500 identifies forestry
activities as possible non-point pollution
sources, studies show that most logging
activities do not hurt water quality. In fact,
logging, properly done, is an important
part of the life of a forest. Cutting trees
does not cause erosion and sedimentation
problems, but there are a few activities in
logging that can contribute to water pollu-
tion if they are not carefully planned and
carried out. Researchers have found that the
parts of logging operations that most affect
water quality are as follows:

1. Roads

2. Landings

3, Stream crossings

4. Cutting along streams

In fact, among studies documenting the
production of stream sediment from all
forestry operations, most have concluded
that roads are the greatest single source.
More than 90% of sediment production
from forestry operations has been attributed
to roads, primarily logging roads.

Access is essential for the use, manage-
ment, and harvesting of forest resources.
Ata minimum, a skeletal network of good
permanent roads is required in managed or
utilized forest lands. They serve as main
haul roads during harvesting and for gen-
eral access at other times. Minor roads
constructed specifically for harvesting
operations are commonly considered tem-
porary but frequently become permanent or
semi-permanent—being used for recrea-
tion and management access for years after
the logging job. Thus, their level of plan-
ning may frequently be indequate for their
actual use, resulting in their being located
with grades too steep ot without adequate
erosion protection.

Remember, water quality can be im-
proved by the way roads, landings, stream
crossings and cutting along streams is
handled. If you pay close attention to these

parts of your operation, there is not likely
to be any need for legislation for the sake
of clean water. &
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.ffvounssu:
FORESTRY °

by LOUIS HYMAN, Chief, Forest Management

HISTORICALLY, most techniques used
in forest management were developed
by foresters employed by either government
or the forest industry. The goal of these
“‘advances’’ has always been to make for-
estry less labor intensive—in other words,
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to replace people with machines. From a
financial point of view, the cost of the
machinery did not matter, as it could be
written off over a period of years. Industry
and government aimed for “‘state of the
art”’ forestry. If the plantation ended up

costing $200 per acre to establish, that was
the cost of doing business.

For most private, non-industrial land-
owners, $200 per acre seems pretty expen-
sive. Yet, when he asks advice from many
foresters, the advice is for high-cost for-
estry. Is there another way?

The idea behind high cost forestry is that
labor costs too much and nobody wants
to work in the woods anyway. This is not
true with many people who have smaller
landholdings. In fact, many landowners
want to spend time in their woods ‘‘fixing
things up.”” They would be willing to do
more if only they knew what to do. In this
article, I would like to point out some low-
cost, higher labor projects for landowners
to consider.

Starting Your Forest

Let’s start at the beginning. One project
many people can do is start a forest on
idle land, either pasture or row crop. Tree
planting is not difficult to do. Trees can
be planted either by hand or by planting
machine.

Hand planting consists of poking a hole
in the ground, putting a seedling in the
hole, then closing the hole tightly. This is
done using a planting bar called a dibble
(see ‘‘Make It Yourself,”” Alabama’s
TREASURED Forests, Winter, 1986). The
trees are spread across the field, usually in a
grid pattern. The spacing between trees is
based on the site, the species planted, and
the product that you are trying to grow. One
person should be able to plant about one
acre a day. Detailed instructions on how to
hand-plant trees are available in an Ala-
bama Forestry Commission (AFC) pam-
phlet called ‘‘Seedling Care and Planting
Guide.”’ It is available at any county AFC
office.

Machine planters cut a furrow in the
ground. A tree is put in the trench which is
then closed by two packing wheels. These
machines are expensive to purchase, but
can be rented for a nominal charge from
some Forestry Commission county offices.
Some of the machines are pulled by farm
tractors, but some will need bulldozers for
their power. Any forester can help you set
up a planting plan for your property.

Stand Management

Once your forest is started, there is still
much to do. Young pine trees are fragile
and can be choked out by shrubs, weeds,
and dense grasses. Weed control is an on-
going project that should not cost too much.

One alternative to costly herbicides is to
mow or bush-hog between the rows of pine



trees. This cuts the competition and lets the
young trees get more light and grow faster.
Mowing would only be necessary twice a
year for the first two years; then the trees
should be big enough to start shading out
the grasses.

Many areas that were cut over and re-
planted have a problem with hardwood
sprouts. These sprouts rob moisture and
sunlight from the pines. They can be con-
trolled by bush-hogging (if the ground
is relatively clear of stumps) or by hand-
cutting using axes or small saws. There is
a gas powered ‘‘weed eater’’ on the market
that can be fitted with a circular saw blade.
It can be used to make swathes through the
plantation and cut hardwood sprouts. A
small amount of herbicide sprayed on the
new stump will prevent resprouting.

When the trees get larger, or if you have
property with a forest already on it, there
are other opportunities for do-it-yourself
forestry. Some trees, either because of
disease or poor genetic makeup, will not
grow into high quality trees that can pro-
duce good timber or wildlife food. These
“‘weed trees’” should be removed so that the
‘‘good trees’” will have more room to grow.
Foresters have a term for this—Timber
Stand Improvement. One easy way to im-
prove your forest is to cut firewood, either
for your own use or for sale. Just remember
the saying, ‘‘Keep the Best, Cut the Rest.”’

Another method of timber stand im-
provement is to use herbicides to kill the
weed trees. The poor trees can be injected
with the herbicide using a hatchet and
a squirt bottle. Also, the herbicide can be
sprayed on the ground at the base of the
weed tree to be taken up by the roots. Your
local forester can help you set up a Timber
Stand Improvement Program.

One other point about ‘‘weed trees’’ is
that some of the poor timber producing
trees serve as valuable wildlife food
sources. Others should be kept for their
high aesthetic value, such as dogwood
trees. It is a fact of life that many so called
weeds, both in the garden and in the forest,
have the prettiest flowers.

Prescribed Burning

By far, the cheapest way to improve the
quality of your pine forest, both for timber
and for wildlife, is prescribed burning.
Prescribed burning is the careful, con-
trolled use of fire under the correct condi-
tions to obtain specific goals. The Forestry
Commission can help you set up a burning
program on your land. Once the program is
started, you should be able to do much of
the work yourself. It is a law in Alabama
that any forestry burning must have a per-
mit from the Forestry Commission.

Erosion Control

A major problem on many forestlands
is erosion, especially on roadways and
trails. These trails can serve many pur-
poses: logging access, patrol routes, or
walking trails. A badly eroded trail, how-
ever, is less useful and in fact can detract
from the value of your forest.

Erosion can be stopped. The easiest way
is to spread grass seed over logging roads
right after harvest. The grass not only slows
erosion, it also serves as good wildlife
food.

If erosion has already started, it can be
slowed and the site healed by use of water
bars. Water bars are like speed bumps in a
parking lot. Their job is to slow things
down. By slowing the water and pushing it
off the road, water bars can stop erosion
and let grass get established. This will heal
the site. Water bars can be made by piling
dirt into low mounds about I8 inches high.
The distance between water bars is based
on the slope of the road (TaBLE I). (Also
see ‘‘Don’t Get In A Rut,”” Alabama’s
TREASURED Forests, Summer, 1983.)

TasLE I
RECOMMENDED DISTANCES
BETWEEN WATER BARS
ROAD GRADE DISTANCE
(Percent) (Feet)
2 250
5 135
10 80
15 60
20 45

Wildlife Habitat Enhancement

One labor investment with a pretty fast
payback is wildlife habitat improvement.
Most wildlife species need three basic
things: food, shelter, and water. Wildlife
food can be encouraged on your land by
prescribed burning or by planting some
areas with choice foods such as chufa,
rye grass, millet, or lespedeza. These food
plots attract wildlife, especially in winter
(which by happy coincidence happens to be
hunting season). Wildlife foods are also
produced by native trees like oaks, hickory,
and dogwood, so be careful to leave some
of these trees when you are weeding your
forest.

Wildlife needs shelter from winter storms
and nesting sites. Small thickets of pine,
honeysuckle, and wild plum are very use-
ful. Leave some dead trees, called snags,
for bird nesting sites.

Selling Your Timber

This is one place where you should def-
initely NOT DO IT YOURSELF! Selling
your timber requires expert advice as to
what trees to cut, how they should be
harvested, and what they are worth. Studies
have shown over and over again that people
who sell timber with a forester’s help get up
to 50% more money for their trees.

There are some things you can do to
make selling your timber and reforesting
your stand easier. The first is to begin
a prescribed burning program. By doing
three burns in the five years before harvest,
you can improve access in the forest, in-
crease stumpage value, and decrease site
preparation costs by over 50%.

Another consideration is the type of
harvest to be made. Reforestation costs will
be drastically cut if you use natural regen-
eration instead of the clear-cut, site pre-
paration, and planting method. Natural
regeneration is done by leaving the best
trees in the forest uncut. These trees will
then reseed the site and start the new forest.
A consulting forester can easily help you do
this.

After the harvest is finished, the site will
need to be cleaned up. Cleanup consists of
breaking up the tree tops into smaller piles
so that they can decompose faster, grassing
in the logging roads and loading decks, and
cutting down any weed trees or severely
damaged trees left by the loggers. A fire-
wood sale would be a good way to get a few
dollars out of the cut tops, called logging
slash. The final cleanup of the site can be
done by a prescribed burn.

Sweat Equity in Your Land

In the real estate business, there is a
term called ‘‘Sweat Equity.’’ It describes
what happens when people buy a property
at a relatively low price, fix it up with very
little cash but a lot of work, and sell it
at a large profit.

This same concept can be applied to
a forest. By substituting effort for cash, you
can greatly increase the value of your
forest. The work described here is not
difficult. It is good exercise to work in your
woods. The economists say that financially
the rate of return of doing this work may be
low. However, how do you judge the beauty
of a day in the woods, or the happiness of
a job well done? This spiritual repayment
counts even more than the financial return.

After all, what is the rate of return on
your vegetable garden? When you add
up all the labor costs and money spent,
what are the products worth? Ten Dollar
Tomatoes, Anyone! #
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MAKEIT YOURSELF:
A Customized Biltmore Stick

by DON BURDETTE, Forest Management Specialist, AFC, Florence

HAVE YOU EVER NOTICED that some

people dislike depending entirely
upon others for information or assistance?
As a forest landowner, you may be like that
yourself in some way or another. Consider,
for instance, answers to these questions
about your own forestland. Do you know if
your forest stands are adequately stocked
with enough of the right kind of trees? Can
you determine at least an approximate
volume and value for individual trees?
Do you know when your trees need to be
thinned, as well as how many to take out
and how many to leave?

raduations in Inches from

The materials you will need include
a stick of oak or some other tough, light-
colored hardwood which is at least 33"
long x 1” high x 2” wide, a metal angle
exactly 1" wide, two 1" wood screws,
some cord or leather thong, and a small can
of spar varnish or polyurethane. The tools
you will need include a pencil, black ball-
point pen, 12” engineer’s scale, sand
paper, drill and bits, hack saw, paint brush,
small carpenter’s square and hand saw,
either an engraver tool, chisel and die set or
wood burner, and TasLes I-VHI (included
with this article).

There’s no getting around the need for a
professional forester to answer at least some
of these questions. However, once a
forester cruises your property and sets up
a management program, there are some
things you can keep a check on yourself
between visits from your forester.

This article is intended to show ambitious
forest landowners how to make and use a
customized biltmore stick. The stick can be
used to measure stocking of your timber
stands, the diameter and merchantable
height of standing trees, and the volume in
logs of different lengths.




The Basic Angle Gauge

Cut the stick exactly 33" long; other
dimensions may be as in FIGURE 1 or left
1" x 2”. Give rough sticks a good prelimi-
nary sanding to remove saw marks. Cut a
slot in one end of the stick (FiGure 1) and
insert an exactly 1" wide metal angle. Drill
pilot holes through the wood and secure the
angle in the slot with two 1" wood screws.
Finally, cut off the exposed end of the angle
so that what is left protrudes 3/16" to 1/4”
above the surface of the stick (See FiGure 1

Figure 1: )
Suggested dimensions and shape
Sighty
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saw kerf
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You now have a basic angle gauge which
can be used to determine if your stands are
under, over, or adequately stocked. You are
actually measuring the basal area (BA) or
the total square feet of cross-sectional area
at four-and-a-half feet above the ground
(Diameter breast height - DBH) for the
trees in the stand.

Don’t worry if that definition went over
your head. Here is a practical example
to show you how to use your angle gauge on
your property. Let’s say that your forester
recommended in your management plan
that a particular pine stand be thinned until
it has a BA of 70. He then specifies that the
trees should be allowed to grow until the
BA has built back up to 110 before the
stand is thinned back to 70 again.

You can use your angle gauge to watch
for when the stand reaches a BA of 110 by
periodically measuring the BA at several
points within the stand. At each point mark
a plot center, stand with your aiming eye
over the plot center and hold the angle

raduations in Inches fro

m Bottom of Stick

gauge up to this eye. The metal site must be
on the end of the stick away from your eye
(FiGure 2). Hold the stick so that the site

Figure 2: Using your angle gauge
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appears just below a point on each tree
four-and-a-half feet above the ground.
Disregarding the distance you are from
the tree and the individual tree sizes,
count ““+17 for all trees which appear
larger than the site. Count ‘“+0.5" for
all trees which are the same width as the
site. Don’t count trees which appear




smaller than the site (FIGURE 3). Keeping
your eye over plot center, rotate 360 degrees
checking each tree as you turn. Be sure not
to count any trees twice. When you are
through, add the ““+1’s and +0.5’s”” and
multiply the number of trees by 10 to get
the BA for a particular plot. If there is some

Figure 3: Judging trees to count
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variation in BA measured within a stand,
use an average BA.

In our example, if you counted 9.5 trees
at one point, then your BA is currently 9.5
x 10 or 95. In other words you need to let
your trees grow a little larger before you
thin again.

Adding Additional Information

To be able to determine merchantable
volume of standing trees, as well as for
felled logs, additional information must be
imprinted on your stick and/or carried with
you into the woods. The amount of
information which you choose to add to
your stick will depend on your patience and
skill as you will soon see.

First, let’s put the “‘custom’’ into your
customized biltmore stick. The accuracy of
most of the additional measurements you
may want to make will depend on your
ability to maintain a constant, comfortable
distance between your eye and the stick as
you use it. This distance will be referred to
as your arm reach.

To determine your personal arm reach,
stand with shoulders square to an object
such as a tree or pole, grasp your biltmore
stick about a third of the distance from the
left end and hold it just below DBH level
(four-and-a-half feet from the ground). Ad-
just your position until you can hold the
stick with your arm in a comfortable and
easily resumable position. Now have some-
one else measure the distance from the cor-
ner of your eye to DBH level (FIGURE 4).
This is your arm reach (most likely
between 22” and 28").

DBH
Side A can now be graduated for DBH
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using the figures from the approximate col-
umn of TaBLE 1. If, for example, your arm
reach was determined to be 25", TaBLE 1
shows your 4” DBH mark should be made
3.71 inches from the left end of the stick.
The 5" DBH mark should be made 4.56
inches from the end, and so on until you
have all DBH’s marked up to 40”. Measure
precisely using an engineer’s scale and use
a square for a straight mark.

Initially mark all graduations and/or
information with a pencil so that you can
make corrections or improvements. When
you are satisfied with all of the markings,
use either an engraver tool, a chisel and die
set, or even a wood burner to imprint
numbers, lines and letters into the wood.
Go over each line or character with a black,
ball-point pen to darken them for easier
reading.

Ficure 5 shows how your biltmore stick
is used to secure the DBH of standing trees.
It is very important to stand with shoulders
square with the tree, hold your arm the
same as when your arm reach was
measured and move your aiming eye only.
Keep the other eye closed and do not move
your head.

Listing corresponding volumes for each
DBH from TasLes 1II, III, and IV is

optional to you of course. Other volume
tables can be used and may be available
from local foresters. Whether you mark this
information on your stick or carry these
tables into the woods with you, you can get
a rough estimate of the volume and value of
individual trees. You’ll find out how after
the next section on merchantable height.

Merchantable Height

Hypsometer readings for 4’ or 5’ pulp-
wood sticks and 16’ logs can be placed
on a narrow edge opposite of the bevel
(FIGURE 6). Graduations are listed on
the appropriate arm reach column of
TasLes V, VI, and VII. Mark the grad-
uations as you did with DBH. These figures
are for use in determining merchantable
height from a distance of one chain (66
feet) from the tree.

Merchantable height is defined as the
useable, marketable length of the stem
starting at stump height (about 8” - 12" off
the ground) up to the height where the
bucker or saw hand would usually cut off
the top. In the case of pulpwood, the top is
usually cut off where the stem diameter
falls below 4” . In the case of sawtimber, the
minimum top diameter is about 8" for pine

Figure 4: Determining arm length
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Figure 6: Faces of Biltmore stick
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and 10” for most hardwoods. However, the
bucker may cut off the top where the stem
diameter is greater than 8” or 10” if the
quality of the upper log is very poor due to
damage or defects.

To measure merchantable height using
your biltmore stick, first pace out exactly
66 feet from the tree trying to use a path
that will allow the entire tree to be seen
when you look back. An error on your
pacing could throw off the accuracy of your
measurement significantly. Okay, reassume
your arm reach position and keep your
shoulders square to the tree as you hold the
stick straight up and down between yourself
and the tree. Sight the zero end of the stick
to rest on top of an imaginary stump. Do
not move your head but run your eye up the
stick to the point where the last merchant-
able cut would be made in the tree. Read
sawlogs to the nearest one-half log, or
pulpwood to the nearest stick (FIGURE 7).

Once you have measured the DBH and
merchantable height of a standing tree, you
can refer to TasLE II, III, or IV to deter-
mine the volume. Look on the line across
the table from the DBH and down the col-
umn from the closest merchantable height.
The figure at this intersection is the approx-
imate merchantable volume for that parti-
cular tree. To determine a rough value for
the tree, multiply the tree’s volume by the
current, local stumpage price per cord
or per thousand board feet. Here’s an
example: a 14" pine sawtimber tree with 2
logs contains 75 board feet. If the local
stumpage price for pine sawtimber is
currently $175 per 1000 board feet then the
tree is worth 75/1000 board feet x $175 or
$13.13.

Log Scale

This is one measurement which does

not depend on your personal arm reach.
Log scale (or volume) graduations can be
placed on the beveled edge of the stick
beginning with the minimum log diameter
of 10”. Doyle scale volumes are given for
8-, 10-, 12-, 14- and 16-foot logs in
TasLe VIII. Again, you may be able to
obtain log scales using International or

Scribner log rules from a local forester if
you so desire.

Measuring the log scale is an easy
matter. Simply lay the zero end of the scale-
stick on one side of the cross section of a
log and read the figure where the scale
crosses the log surface on the other side of
the cross section. The only precautions here
are that you be sure to measure the diameter
inside of the bark (FIGURE 8) and that you
read the number of board feet from the
appropriate length of logs.

The Finishing Touches

Once all of the desired graduations .
have been added and the ink has been al-
lowed to dry, resand the stick lightly to
remove dirt and smudges. Finish the stick
with two or three coats of either spar
varnish or polyurethane.

When the stick is completely dry, drill a
3/16" to 1/4” hole through the end of the
stick opposite the metal site. Tie a loop of
cord or leather thong through the hole
to give yourself a more secure hold on the
stick as you swing at mosquitoes, deer
flies, briers and snakes! L

Figure 7: Determining merchantible height of tree
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NATIONAL Wl

by J. KENNETH MYERS, Legislative Affairs Staff, U.S.D.A. Forest Service

C ONGRESS CONTINUES its deliberations
of the budget and deficit reduction.
Appropriations for the Fiscal Year 1987
(beginning October 1, 1986) is under con-
sideration by the House and Senate com-
mittees and their proposals were to be made
public in June in the form of introduced
bills. This will be followed by the more
formal ‘‘mark-up’’ process in which
amendments that add or subtract funds
from the government’s programs will be
made to the bills.

The fate of the cooperative forestry
programs—those federal-state efforts pro-
viding protection and management assis-
tance for the nation’s private forestlands,
including the Forestry [ncentives Program
—are not known, but it is expected that the
committees will continue these programs at
the same level as Fiscal Year 1986. The
states shared a federal appropriation of $28
million in 1986. In doing so, Congress
would be overruling the administration’s
budget request of zero dollars for these
programs. [n hearings before congressional
committees earlier in the year, the National
Association of State Foresters and other
conservation and environmental organiza-
tions urged that funding be provided for
the cooperative programs.

The Tax Reform Act of 1986, H.R.
3838, is a major legislative issue that will
dominate Congress’ time in the coming
months. The Senate Finance Committee,
chaired by Senator Bob Packwood of
Oregon, has announced its version of this
bill which has significant differences from
the House version. Action by the Senate on
H.R. 3838 is expected during the summer
months. Conference committee action
to resolve the differences between the two
versions would then follow, but it is not
certain that this action would be completed
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before Congress’ anticipated adjournment
before the November elections. If Congress
does not return after election in a “‘lame
duck’’ session, the bill would die and have
to be reintroduced in the 100th Congress
which begins in January, 1987.

The Tax Reform Act contains several
provisions jmportant to Alabama forest
landowners. Several of the tax benefits now
available to forest landowners would be
reduced or eliminated in the House of
Representatives bill. This includes the
annual deductions of expenses from the
management of timber (including taxes and
interest), capital gains treatment of pro-
ceeds from timber sales, and the investment
credit for reforestation expenses. These
would be offset, at least in part, by a
reduction in tax rates for both individuals
and corporations. The Senate version
appears to be less detrimental to forest
landowners in that it only reduces, not
eliminates, those tax benefits applicable to
timber growing. An example of the differ-
ences between the Senate and House ver-
sions is that capital gains treatment of
timber sale proceeds would be retained for
individuals but excluded for corporations
in the House bill; it is repealed for individ-
uals and retained for corporations in the
Senate version. Obviously, much deliber-
ation and debate lies ahead on this legisla-
tion. While some provisions are the same,
those that differ may be changed entirely
before Congress completes its action.

Although Congress has many issues now
before it, a good number of which deal
with natural resources, it is these two
issues which will dominate the agenda in
the coming months. The desire to com-
plete action on these issues before its
expected October adjournment will insure
a busy schedule. &

As THE 1986 REGULAR SESsION of the
Alabama Legislature wasdrawingtoa
close on April 28, one political observer
quipped ‘‘there ought to be a law against
having a session in an election year.”’

Truth is, it’s not easy for a lawmaker to
keep his mind on the business athand when
he’s preoccupied with areelection bid that’s
only three weeks away. That may or may not
have had any bearing on the lackluster ses-
sion just concluded.

It took all of 30 legislative daysto finalize
both the general fund and education budgets.
Most state agencies were whacked approxi-
mately 4.5 percent. The Forestry Commis-
sion, which operated with a budget of $11
million in fiscal 1985-86, was slashed to
$10,027,500 with a conditional appropria-
tion of $1 million.

$1 Million Conditional

An agreement was reached between
State Forester C. W. Moody, Senators
Hinton Mitchem and Foy Covington, and
Governor Wallace that if the budget was not
in proration and if action making the con-
ditional appropriation would not force
proration, the $1 million would be made
absolute before the Governor leaves office
in January, 1987.

State Forester Moody, however, took the
occasion to express his appreciation to the
Governor, legislators, the forest industry
and forest landowners for assisting the
Forestry Commission with its increased
efficiency in holding this year’s fire losses
far below those of previous years. He cred-
ited this feat to the lawmakers who sup-
ported the Commission’s budget increase
for the current year.

He said Alabama would have suffered
substantially higher losses had the Com-
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FRANK SEGO, Legislative Liaison, Alabama Forestry Commission

mission not been able to hire additional
fire suppression crews and pilots for air
detection.

Services Could Suffer

It was during the 1985 Legislative Ses-
sion that lawmakers passed a bill doubling
the severance tax on forest products and
provided a matching sum of $1.8 million to
be appropriated to the Forestry Commis-
sion from the general fund for fiscal year
1985-86. Failure to obtain a similar amount
in the 1986-87 budget would curtait some
of the services now being provided by the
Forestry Commission.

This year, for the first time, the Commis-
sion has been able to bring an end to *‘one-
man fire crews,’”” something that has
plagued State Forester Moody since his
arrival in 1970. Old, worn, and obsolete
equipment is being replaced in each of the
AFC’s 10 districts. The picture was chang-
ing for the best until the bottomline of next
year’s budget came into focus.

Few Bills Passed

Of the more than 1,600 bills introduced
during the 1986 session, only a few gained
final passage. Among the casualties were a
number of measures vital to forestry and
the forest landowner in Alabama.

Most notable among these was the much-
sought-after bill to establish a state forest
industrial development board. Senator
Perry Hand of Gulf Shores secured 24 co-
signers and the bill passed the upper cham-
ber without a dissenting vote. When it
reached the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee, the $375,000 appropriation from
the general fund to implement the bill was
a determining factor that halted further

consideration, and it died in the House
committee.

Another bill which would establish a
Timber Theft and Woodland Condemna-
tion Act wheeled through the Senate, made
the House Special Order Calendar and
appeared certain to be passed on the final
day. However, it was later learned that one
or two lawmakers had reservations about
the bill and asked the House leadership to
block its passage.

Yet another measure made the House
Special Order Calendar before its demise
in the final hour of the 30th day. The bill
would make it easier to maintain records of
purchases of manufactured forest products.
It would have simplified the manner of
record keeping and increased the penalty
for failure to maintain such records.

No Pay Raises

The gavel also came down on legisla-
tion to provide annual bonuses for state
employees. The Senate passed a bill that
would have given the state’s 30,000 em-
ployees a 5% pay raise, plus annual bo-
nuses ranging from $300 to $600, depend-
ing on length of state service. The House
stripped away the pay raises and left the
bonuses, but that also died without action.

State Lands As TREASURE Forests

Legislators did pass a joint resolution
by Representative Curtis Smith and others
for the adoption and implementation of the
TREASURE Forest concept on all state-
owned forestland to ensure that such state-
owned lands would be properly protected
and would serve as a model of responsible
stewardship.

Effective January 15, 1987, each state
agency which owns or controls forestland
shall submit a report to the Legislative
Forestry Study Committee on progress
being made toward certification of these
lands as TREASURE Forests.

The legislature also passed a joint resolu-
tion by Representative Jimmy Warren com-
mending the Forestry Commission for its
role in originating and publishing Alaba-_
ma’s TREASURED Forests magazine. @
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ACTIVITIES

DISTRICT Piedmont Fire Depart-
ment awards dinner

was held in Calhoun
County to honor AFC

personnel, cooperators

and firemen.

Larry Parker, Marshall County.
helped in judging the Marshall County
public speaking contest for the 4-H
Program in Marshall County.

Jack Lay has recently completed the
firearms instructor schoo! at Jackson-
ville State University. Jack had a final
academic average of 94.5 and a mark-
manship average on the range of 97.6.

Mr. Moody, along with Sam
Gravel and Mark Sullivan, joined
Chuck Weber, Huntsville City Arbor-
ist, in three different ceremonies cele-
brating Arbor Day in Huntsville. First,
Huntsville was certified as a Tree
City, and then they dedicated an Ar-
boretum at Ed White School to the
memory of the 7 astronauts who re-
cently died. The last ceremony was a
tree planting on the courthouse
grounds in memory of Charles Stone,
Madison County Commissioner, who
had been a friend of forestry over the
years.

Philip Smith, Etowah County, has
been discussing with the Mental
Health Center how to begin a nursery
in the county for their patients to op-
erate. They are interested in raising 3
million trees over the next five years.

Ed Eldridge, Jackson County,
worked with each of his county
schools in Jackson County in present-
ing an Arbor Day program during
Arbor week. Scottsboro Mayor
Lonnie Crawford signed an Arbor
Day Proclamation. A tree planting at
City Hall was held in honor of Arbor
Week.

Scottsboro, Jackson County, has
recently received Tree City U.S.A.
certification. -

Two thousand seedlings were also
given away to Scottsboro residents
in honor of Arbor Week.

DISTRICT] The Cooperators meet-
ing for District 2 was
- | held in Walker County
on February 6. During
the meeting each county
supervisor gave a brief review of how
the increase in the fiscal year '86
budget greatly helped in combatting
wildfires and State Forester C.W.
Moody was on hand to give a review
from a statewide perspective.

State Forester C.W. Moody and
District Forester Bart Williams
“‘burned a trail”’ of Wildfire
Prevention news media interviews
across District 2 on February 6-7.
According to Williams, the day and
night whirlwind trip included audio
interviews at four radio stations, seven
newsprint interviews, a television
interview and a luncheon address by
Mr. Moody at the Haleyville
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Chamber of Commerce. During the
two-day media blitz the pair also made
stops at a Treasure Forest dedication
ceremony at the property of John
McCrary in Jefferson County. While
at the McCrary TF, Mr. Moody held a
Wildfire Prevention press conference
for members of the local media.
WBRC-Channel 6 and Western Star
newspaper attended the special called
meeting. The remainder of Mr.
Moody’s tour included a speech to
the forest industry cooperators at the
District 2 Fire Suppression Coopera-
tors meeting. He also attended an
appreciation dinner with Mr. and
Mrs. Darryl Lawson (Shelby County
Forestry Supervisor) for State Senator
Butch Ellis of Shelby County, who is
a Treasure Forest owner himself.

District Forester Bart Williams,
Winston County Supervisor David
Frost and Cullman County Super-
visor Darrell Johns attended a
Conservation Reserve Program orien-
tation in Hartselle on February 25.

St. Clair Ranger Gary Hamilton
was recently surprised when he
attended an organizational meeting of
the prospective Cool Springs
Volunteer Fire Department. Instead
of finding the usual disorganized group
of eager individuals, Hamilton met
face to face with a fire truck! Congrat-
ulations and best of luck to the Cool
Springs Volunteer Fire Department!

On April 15, District Forester Bart
Williams introduced Coleen Vansant
as the new fuil-time Information and
Education Coordinator for District 2.

Cullman Rangers Darrell Johns
and Jim Moody and Staff Forester
Tom Kimbrell, District 2, conducted
forestry judging competition for the
North Central Alabama District FFA
organizations Saturday, April 19 at
Cullman High School. J.P. Penning-
ton High School in Blount County
earned first place honors and West
Point High School in Cullman County
captured second place. Cullman
County FFA competition was held
April 15, with West Point High
School earning first place and Cold
Springs High School taking second.

Tom Gilpin of Montgomery joined
the Cullman Forestry Commission
office as the department’s third ranger.

Fire Specialist Larry Wright
presented a program on fire prevention
to approximately 20 Cub Scouts and
their parents Tuesday, April 22 at
Corner.

A fire truck dedication ceremony
was held Friday, April 25 for Boldo
Volunteer Fire Department in
Walker County. The ceremony was
attended by District Forester Bart
Williams, RCFP Chief Ray Tucker,
Walker County Forester Charles
Hall, and former AFC Commissioner
Sam Murphy. State Senator Charles
Bishop was also on hand to conduct
the fire truck dedication and turn over
the keys to the fire truck to fire
department officials.

Crane Hill Fire Department in
Cullman County recently added a
1967 F 950 fire truck to their inventory
of equipment. The 1,000 gallon tanker,
with a 750 gallon-per-minute capacity,

also features four 30-minute air packs,
1,250 feet of 2-and-one-half inch hose,
400 feet of one-and-one-half inch hose
and 300 feet of three-quarter inch
booster hose.

Shelby County Forester Daryl
Lawson was recently elected to serve
as vice-president of the Shelby County
Fire Chief’s Association.

Cary Rhodes, Shelby County
ranger, presented a school program to
a group of 5th graders at Our Lady of
Sorrow School at Indian Springs in
Pelham. Rhodes’ presentation was
concentrated around the topic of forest
management.

Andy Winslow recently joined the
ranger staff of the Jefferson County
office.

Fire Specialist Larry Wright,
District 2, presented a program on
nature trails and fire prevention to
approximately 20 elementary students
Wednesday, April 30 at Tannehill
State Park.

DISTRICT District Forester
Wayne Strawbridge

says that many factors

contribute to the low to
date average size fire of
9.6 acres: (1) Dedication and commit-
ment of District 3's fire suppression
personnel including volunteer fire
departments, forest industry and assis-
tance from Districts 6 and 7; (2) better
aerial detection with the use of two air-
craft; (3) addition of part-time laborer
to fire suppression unit and (4) last,
but not least, good news media cover-
age of the fire situation and in turn
outstanding cooperation from the
general public in adhering to our fire
danger alert by not burning.

District Forester Wayne Straw-
bridge has recently made six T.V. ap-
pearances with coverage from WDBB
Channel 17 in Tuscaloosa and Chan-
nel 6 in Birmingham (Tuscaloosa
Bureau) and numerous radio an-
nouncements and newspaper articles.
NEWS MEDIA, WE THANK YOU!

The Tuscaloosa County Fire
Protection Association met at District
3 Headquarters February 14 to work
out the details for completion of the
Tuscaloosa RCFP radio system.
Richard Cumbie and Paul Davis
from the State Office attended the
meeting called by District Forester
Wayne Strawbridge. A third repeater,
better antennas and new equipment at
the dispatch center will be installed
during March. This additional
equipment should eliminate long
standing problems with the radio
system.

A multi-agency training session on
the new Conservation Reserve
Program was held in Tuscaloosa on
February 26 for 14 West Central
Alabama counties. Media coverage of
the meeting (Tuscaloosa News,
WCFT-TV and WDBB-TV) was
coordinated by members of the
Tuscaloosa Forestry Planning
Committee. John Harper, RCD
Coordinator, SCS; and Mark
Beeler, RCD Forester; were guests on
radio station WACT?’s *‘Hotline’" talk
program on February 25. Discussion

of the new cost-share program was
followed by answering questions from
the listening audience.

A meeting for landowners was held
at the Tuscaloosa Public Library on
February 27 to discuss the new cost-
share program (CRP). Following a
slide/tape presentation on the cost-
share program, questions from the
audience were answered by represen-
tatives of the ASCS, SCS, AFC and
ACES.

District Three law enforcement
officers won the Annual Marksman-
ship Trophy for the third consecutive
year with an average score of 293. Top
shooter was District Forester Wayne
Strawbridge who shot 299 (23X).
In the six years the trophy has been
awarded, District Three has won four
times. Districts Five and Seven were
second and third with average scores of
284 and 281, respectively.

Congratulations to Harold Jordan
and Alton Terrell of Lamar County
who placed first and third in the Lamar
County Fraternal Order of Police
annual pistol match held in December.

Alabama Congressman Richard
Shelby presented an American flag to
District Three Headquarters in
January. The flag was flown over the
United States Capitol on December 6,
1983, for District 3.

Hale County celebrated its first
county-wide Arbor Week. Four Hale
County mayors and the Hale County
Commission all signed proclamations
declaring February 16-22 as Arbor
Week. Trees were also donated to
several schools in observance of Arbor
Week, encouraging Alabamians to
plant a tree. The Hale County
Forestry Planning Committee hosted
a tour of Hammermill’s sawmill at
Hulls for interested landowners.

Government agencies in Fayette
County (ACES, AFC, SCS and
Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources) joined forces in a
Blue Bird House Project. Held
February 15 at Guthrie Smith Park,
250 blue bird houses were sold. The
houses were constructed and sold by
the local FFA and 4-H chapters.

The Boley VFD celebrated its 10
year anniversary in February with an
open house. The fire department
equipment was on display for the
public and Senator Roger Bedford
spoke on the volunteerism of volunteer
fire departments.

DISTRICT | Glenn Berry, Cleburne
County Supervisor, and

Earl Smith, Clay

County Supervisor, are
conducting a Utilization
survey in District 4. The information
obtained in these surveys has proved
invaluable as we have a large number
of requests for it.

H. D. C. (Buddy) Adcock, Coosa
County, attended the Forestry
Academy’s Spring Training. He will
also attend the Wildlife and Recreation
Ranger Training to be held at the 4-H
Club Camp in Shelby County.

The Chambers County Forestry
Planning Committee meeting was
held Tuesday night, April 15. About 20




andowners heard presentations by
Jerry Johnson, SCS; Bill Frazer,
consulting forester with Piedmont
Foresters in Lafayette; and Clayton
Schwind, AFC county supervisor
for Chambers County. The subjects
ncluded an overview of the timber
market; site preparation and soil
:rosion; and the southern pine beetle.

The Chambers County Forestry
Association meeting was held in
Standing Rock on April 28. The AFC
wishes to thank the Chambers
County VFD’s for their outstanding
cooperation during the extremely long
spring fire season.

The Clay County Forestry
Planning Committee had its quarterly
business meeting, April 29, in
Ashland at the ASCS office.

W. N. McCollum, FRI1II, and Earl
Smith, County Forester, are partici-
pating in a 160-hour structural fire
training course funded by the
Alabama Forestry Commission and
taught by Mike Haynes of the State
Fire College. Students who pass the
course and the state exam will be the
only certified fire fighters in District
4 who are members of VFD’s.

On April 2, the FFA Forestry
Judging Contest was held in Clay
County. Lineville was this year’s
winner.

The Third Annual Clay County
RCFP Competition was held April 5.
Eight of the seventeen VFD's in the
county competed for $600 in prize
money plus other prizes. Trophies
were presented to the top three
contestants in specific categories and
also trophies for the best overall. The
trophies were made of walnut by FR
I W. N. McCollum. We look
forward to next year’s event!

The Randolph Leader carried an
article with photos of a bad weekend
wildfire outbreak. The photos were of
an endangered motel and a 97-acre
plantation which was destroyed. The
newspaper devoted two front pages to
the wildfire problem! Also covered
with stories and photos were a TREA-
SURE Forest presentation to Luther
Rice and a recertification of Edward
Allen’s TREASURE.

The Randolph County Volunteer
Firemen’s Association had a
Saturday ‘‘Barn Raising” for the
tanker truck shed to house the
county tanker.

Randolph County AFC assisted
with the Forestry Judging Contest. The
Roanoke-Randolph Area Vocational
School Forestry Class taught by Jim
Morris was the winner. High scorer
was Connie Banks Three vo-ag
classes competed.

Earl Manning, owner-operator of
WELR Radio, is the latest TREA-
SURE recipient in Randolph County.
The ceremony was covered by the
Randolph Leader.

The Cleburne County Forestry
and Wildlife Association held their
bimonthly meeting at the AFC office
in March. The program concerned the
care and handling of seedlings.

Tallapoosa County Supervisor Guy
Slayden and Forestry Worker Scott
Pitts presented Smokey Bear and gave

balloons and rulers to over 300
kindergarten children in Alexander
City Schools.

The Tallapoosa County Forestry
Planning Committee gave away
28,000 loblolly pine seedlings in
bundles of 50-100 trees. The seedlings
were donated by the Soil Conserva-
tion Service, Kimberly-Clark,
Georgia Kraft, Union Camp, and
Weyerhauser.

Guy Slayden assisted District Soil
Conservationist Connie Vaughn in a
land judging contest for county high
school students.

As in several districts, District 4
experienced one of the longest firc
seasons on record. The only real relief
came in mid-May. From Christmas
until that time, we were constantly
faced with fighting wildfires. District
Forester E. O. Moore, Clayton
Schwind, Earl Smith, Glenn Berry,
Ralph Wooley, Steve Nix, John
Tyson, and Guy Slayden all express
their appreciation to each of the
Volunteer Fire Departments in the
district as well as all of the
cooperators.

DISTRICT On  February 13,
Smokey Bear and Au-

tauga County person-

nel participated in a
tree planting ceremony
at Prattville Elementary School
with approximately 500 students in
attendance.

On February 22, Autauga County
personnel participated in a ceremony
recertifying Prattville as a Tree City,
USA for the third consecutive year.
Smokey Bear was present and assisted
girl scouts in giving away thousands of
trees donated by the AFC and Union
Camp Corp.

On April 7, Autauga County
personnel participated in the taping of
a segment on forest fires by WAKA-
TV, which was aired on the evening
news.

Perry County landowners had a big
day on March 6. The Perry Co.
Forestry Planning Committee spon-
sored a Forest Economics Field Day
and Workshop. Dr. Bill McKee,
Auburn Extension, outlined the
investment advantages of forest
management. Then the 60 participants
toured six sites and discussed various
aspects of each stop from an economic
point of view. A barbecue lunch was
provided.

Seven area cities received Tree City,
USA recognition in 1986 as Arbor
Week was celebrated in District Five.
Selma, Prattville, Clanton, Linden,
Camden, Thomaston and Demopolis
have tree commissions and are
showing they care about their trees.
David Pearce, District Five Urban
Forester, challenges other cities to
match their civic dedication.

On February 13, tree planting
ceremonies were held in Demopolis,
Thomaston and Linden in obser-
vance of Arbor Week.

On February 20, approximately
25,000 seedlings and 500 different
species of hardwoods were given to

150 people from Marengo County
during Arbor Week.

On March 20, Tree City, USA
ceremonies were held in Demopolis,
Thomaston and Linden. Flags and
plaques were presented to each city.

On April 4, Alan Weeks and
Nathaniel Todd set up and judged
the Marengo Co. forestry judging
contest for the FFA at Chickasaw
State Park.

During Arbor Week, the Wilcox
Co. Extension Service distributed
1500 AFC seedlings to 4-H Clubs in
Wilcox Co. Schools.

On February 19, Camden’s Tree
Commission supported two urban
tree plantings to observe Arbor Week.

Smokey Bear made an appearance
at the annual Pine Hill Arts Crafts
Festival on March 22.

Jim Gober, AFC; Gary Faulkner,
AFC; and Ralph Stanford, Energy
Division, ADECA, spent some time in
Wilcox County providing wood energy
and utilization assistance to a local
forest industry.

The CRP program made a big debut
in District Five. Over 2,180 acres will
be converted from marginal cropland
to producing those beautiful pines! Soil
erosion will be reduced and the
production of the land will continue!

A general forestry presentation was
given to the Southside Grammar
School in Dallas County.

Byrd Elementary School in Selma
received the first TREASURE Edu-
cator Award on February 21. The
award was presented by Neil Letson
and Frank Roth.

DISTRICT] Eufaula City Council-
man Mac Clark present-

ed a program at the

Urban Forestry Con-
ference held in Mont-
gomery in March. Barbour County
Supervisor Don VanHouten and
District Management Specialist Barry
Lawrence helped to create the slide
presentation which detailed Eufaula’s
urban forestry work as a Tree City,
US.A.

The Dale County Forestry Asso-
ciation held its quarterly meeting in
Ozark recently with Chairman George
Wright presiding. An informative
meeting highlighting the various
sources of assistance a landowner can
utilize was presented. Mrs. Mildred
Pelham, ASCS; Ben Moore, SCS;
Bruce Hancock, AFC: and James
Estes, ACES were among the agency
speakers discussing how they can
cooperatively help a landowner with
his/her management needs. The next
meeting will be mid-July.

The Henry County Forestry
Association recently held its quarterly
neeting with featured speaker Bob
Mitchell, ACES, who is a newcomer
to Alabama. His topic covered the
variety of herbicides available to forest
landowners. Mitchell, along with AFC
personnel in the District Office and
Henry and Pike Counties have been
busy installing demonstration plots.
Twenty-eight, 3-5 year-old pine
plantation plots (fourteen in each
county) have been marked and sprayed

with various herbicides. The purpose
is to evaluate the effects of pine
seedling release from hardwood
competition. The results will be made
available in a pamphlet.

The Abbeville Garden Club of
Henry County got into the act recently
after a presentation concerning fire
prevention for children. The ladies
took various pamphlets and other items
and handed them out to groups of
children. Thanks for lending a hand,
ladies!

The Gladiola Garden Club and
Outdoor Club in Houston County
recently were given presentations on
Tree City, U.S.A., tree identification,
and shade trees by Ranger Tracy
Lawrence. He utilized a couple of
slide-tape programs and handouts.
A question-answer session followed
each presentation.

Work is beginning on the new AFC
office in Pike County! Great South-
ern Paper Company donated two
acres of land upon which an office and
equipment storage and workshop area
could be built. Obviously, County
Supervisor Wayne Craft and Ranger
Mike Stinson are pleased. Much work
and effort by several District Six
specialists has been instrumental in the
construction. Completion is scheduled
for late fall, 1986.

The City of Geneva was officially
recognized as a Tree City in a
ceremony in which State Forester
C. W. Moody made the presentation
to Mayor Hugh Herring. District
Forester Franklin McAliley, Geneva
County Supervisor Ronnie Hick-
man, and Management Specialist
Barry Lawrence also attended the
ceremony. Now a Ranger III in Mobile
County, Jerry Dwyer was instrumen-
tal in working with the officials in
Geneva toward certification.

DISTRICT| Forester Gib Burke
and Ranger Robert

Knowles assisted with
the FFA District Con-

test in Atmore on Sat-

urday April 5.

Ranger Johnny Mims will be
missed by District 7 as he transferred
to Montgomery County, District 10 on
April 26. Hope Johnny enjoys his new
county and district.

Congratulations goes to Gib
Burke on his promotion to Forester II,
a well deserved promotion!

On Friday, March 14, representa-
tives from state, county, and local
offices were on hand as Sherling Lake
in Butler County was commissioned
as a TREASURE Forest.

The Monroe County Commission
Chairman proclaimed February 16-22
as Arbor Week in Monroe County.
The Alabama Forestry Commission
and SCS had a joint tree give away
during this week and about 300 per-
sons received trees.

A regional Conservation Reserve
Program meeting was held in Mon-
roeville at the Vanity Fair Community
Center on February 18, 1986. About
150 to 200 people from different
agencies attended. Mrs. Bubba
Trotman was the guest speaker.
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Agencies represented were ASCS,
SCS, SCWD, AFC, ACES, and U.S.
Game and Fish.

DISTRICT Mobile County Super-
visor Patrick Waldrop

presented a program to

the South Alabama
Botanical and Histor-
ical Society on pine production and
current forestry practices on January
31

Clarke County Supervisor Mike
Hinson and other Clarke County
personnel sponsored a free tree
givecaway for Clarke County land-
owners during Arbor Week. Both
pines and hardwoods were given away.

Choctaw County Supervisor
Chuck Quinn along with other
Choctaw County personnel showed a
film on tree care to Silas Elementary
School, East Choctaw Elementary
School, Lisman Elementary School,
Gilbertown Elementary School, and
Butler Elementary School during
Arbor Week.

All foresters and county supervisors
in District 8 attended a TREASURE
Forest orientation meeting in Jackson
on January 15. This meeting was a
cooperative effort by the SCS, ASCS,
ACES, AFC, Department of Con-
servation, and other agencies of the
Alabamia Forestry Planning Com-
mittee to bring about a better
understanding of the TREASURE
Forest program.

Forest Ranger Major Harris
judged a 4-H woodworking contest for
all of the schools in Mobile County on
February 1.

Forest Management Specialist
Larry Grable and Baldwin County
Supervisor John Martin gave an
Arbor Week presentation at the Old
Spanish Fort Christian School for
180 students and parents. Pine
seedlings were given away after the
presenlation.

John Martin also made presenta-
tions at Foley, Summerdale, Gulf
Shores, Fairhope, and Elberta.

Mobile County Supervisor Patrick
Waldrop participated in several Arbor
Week activities such as planting scven
trees at Orchard Elementary School

in honor of the Space Shuttle crew;
twenly red maples were planted at
Baker School; and two live oaks and
eight red maples were planted at
Murphy High School.

The City of Mobile had a large Tree
City, U.S.A. celebration at Bienville
Square Park. Mobile was the first Tree
City in Alabama.

Baldwin County has two new
Tree Cities—Gulf Shores and Bay
Minette. This brings the total Tree
Cities in Baldwin County to eight,
leaving only three more to go in the
county!

In a cooperative effort, the Mobile
Tree Commission, Alabama Power
Company, Alabama Forestry Com-
mission, Girl Scouts, and 4-H Club
gave away 18,000 longleaf pine, red
maple, yellow poplar, and dogwood in
Mobile and 3,500 of the same species
in Dauphin Island. The response was
TREEmendous!

Radio Operator Irene Morris
coordinated a forestry poster contest
for District 8. Winners were selected
from four divisions according to
school grades. Winners were from
Nan Gray Davis, Semmes Elemen-
tary School, Dickson Elementary,
and Phillips Middle School in Mo-
bile County, and Silverhill Elemen-
tary, Robertsdale High, Elsanor
Elementary, Foley LElementary, and
Foley High in Baldwin County.

Patrick Waldrop also judged
the botany division of a science fair
held March 20 at the University of
South Alabama. Seven area schools
participated.

Mike Hinson conducted a class for
FFA students on timber volume
estimation and tree identification on
March 25. Four schools participated.

Mobile County Forest Ranger
Gordon Horsley made a presentation
to a Cub Scout group on fire
prevention on March 4.

Choctaw County Supervisor Chuck
Quinn in a cooperative effort with
SCS, Cooperative Extension Service
and ASCS conducted an FFA Land
Judging Contest on March 27.

Baldwin County personne! judged
an FFA Forestry Contest on March 20

for Robertsdale and Baldwin County
High School.

Baldwin County Assislant Super-
visor Lynn Booth conducted a brush
fire training session for the Stapleton
Fire Department in March.

DISTRICT Any citizen in District
9 who reads news-

papers, waltches TV or
listens to his radio

knows about the recent
serious fire situation in North Ala-
bama. The Florence-Times Daily and
other newspapers in our arca gave front
page coverage to this serious problem
almost cveryday. In addition. they ran
color pholographs of wildfires and the
hehitack operation.

“*Pilot Honored for Heroism,™"
“Rescue Pilot Recognized for  Ef-
forts.”” "Forestry Pilot's Actions May
Have Saved Child’s Life""—these were
just a few of the headlines in area
newspapers when District’s Nine's part
time pilot Phil Montgomery aided in
locating a plane crash and assisted in
rescue operations. The rescue opera-
tion was coordinated by George
Tucker. Radio Operator II. Franklin
County Sheriff Larry Plott invited all
those involved 10 his office where he
presented Phil with an award plaque.
Commending all those who aided in
the rescue effort, Sheriff Plou said, *It
was truly an example of a cooperative
cltort. but one individual (Montgom-
ery) was the key lo its success. ™

Steve McEachron, Lauderdale
County Forester, and Vernon Young.
Forest Ranger, cooperated with the
Florence Garden Club in an Arbor
Day tree planting ceremony attended
by the Mayor of Florence, members of
the Florence City Council, Chairman
of the Lauderdale County Commission
Will Duncan, and members of the
Florence Garden Club.

Don Burdette spoke 10 the Shoals
Chapter of the Sierra Club present-
ing a special slide program on what the
AFC does and what the USFS does.
Don has also taped an interview with
a local TV station on the Treasure
Forest Program.

Wal-Mart stores in Florence and
Muscle Shoals cooperated with the

AFC in celebration ol Arbor Week.
They purchased 11.000 loblolly pine
seedlings to give to their customers.
AJC personnel were on hand in both
slores 10 participate in this [ree tree
program.

Clifford Aldridge, former Lauder-
dale County Supervisor. died suddenly
during February. Aldridge was very
popular with local school children—
always taking time to attend their
Arbor Day programs. [ire prevention
programs and assisting teachers in
many ways.

Louise Bone, District Secretary, has
been honored by the Alabama Future
Famers of America. The State organi-
zation has conferred upon her their

highest honor—the Honorary State
I'armer Degree. This honor is given
in recognition of her aid to education
in agriculture and her interest in the
development of youth.

The Marion County AFC Wild-
flower Trail continues to be a tavorile
place to visit. Tony Avery, County
Forester, conducts tours for garden
clubs, school groups, scouts and any
interested groups.

DISTRICT | Lee County forest
landowners met in the
new agricultural office
centcr for two nights
February 25 and 27 to

listen to experts in the field of forest

cconomics and business lalk about
the future of their product. Dr. Bill

McKee, Auburn University Exlension

cconomist, was a featured speaker,

as was AFC Forester Sharon Clark
and Forcstry Association leader John

McMillan. This was the latest in

several years of Lee County Planning

Committee meetings. which Super-

visor J.B. Coker estimated was

attended by over 70 people during the

WO sess1ons.

Burning specialists trom the U.S.
Forest Service in Tuskegee gave a
prescribed fire demonstration to
several dozen Macon and surrounding
county residents in early February in
a program sponsored by the local
county forestry planning group. Dick
Sampson and Johnny Harris, USFS,
ook landowners through the step by

| CALENDAR?*

July 7—Cleburne County, 6:30 p.m., Forestry and
Wildlife Association. Call Glenn Berry, 463-2876.

July 8—Jefferson County, 7:30 p.m., Alabama Forest
Owners Association, AmSouth Bank, Hoover. Slide
presentation on prescribed burning and discussion on
possible *‘self-help’” burning project. Call 663-4138.

July 8-9—Lee County. Microcomputer Applications
in Forestry. Call Dr. Bill McKee, 826-5330.

July 17—Dale County, 7:00 p.m., Investment
Analyses with a Microcomputer. Call Barry

Lawrence, 774-5139.
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July 22-23—Lee County. Microcomputer Applica-
tions in Forestry. Call Dr. Bill McKee, 826-5330.

July 22-24— Athens, Georgia. Forest Appraisal
Workshop, Call Dr. Hampton, (404)542-3063.

July 23-25—Mobile County. Southern Commodity
Producers’ Conference sponsored by Alabama Farm
Burcau. Landowners welcome. No registration for
non-meal activities. Call Steve Guy, 1-800-393-5705.

July 29—Macon County, 9:30 a.m., **Minority™
Forest Landowner Conference. Will cover services
available to minority forest landowners. Lunch
provided. Call Dr. Peter Mount, 727-8776 or
777-8808.

September 1-12—Third Alabama Forest Landowner
and TREASURE Forest Conference, Montgomery.
Registration $25. Call Brenda Thomas, 261-2525.

October 14-16—Cleveland, Tennessee. Seventh
Central States Forest Soils Workshop. Program will
feature mountain soils derived from several parent
rocks, land management activities on the Cherokee
National Forest, and reclamation activities in the
Copper Hill-Ducktown area. Contact Jim Paugh, Soil
Conservation Service, 675 U.S. Courthouse,
Nashville, TN 37203, (615)736-7241; or Glendon
Smalley, U.S.D.A. Forest Scrvice, SPO Box 1290,
Sewanee, TN 37375, (615)598-5854.

October 17-18—Montgomery. Whitetail Deer
Management Workshop. Designed for privale
landowners and land managers. Registration $50.
Madison Hotel. Preregistration encouraged. Call Lee
Stribling 826-4850. &

# Any member agencey of the Alabama Foresiry Planning
Comminiee can be conacted for more information abont listings

in this section.



step development of a comprehensive
burning plan, including consideration
of paramelers for weather conditions.
fuels, fuel moisture, liring techniques.
and all else. Andy Hunter. national
forest employee, showed a film
detailing burning by prescription.
Charles Reese and John Pulliam
covered planning on the particular
site chosen for the burn, and the
AFC's Macon Supervisor Jerry
McGhee and District Ranger Cliff
Cobb covered burning regulations and
rules.

Money lenders and landowners got
logether in Monlgomery February
13 at the downtown Union Bank
meeting room for Dr. Bill McKee’s
seminar on forestry and land invest-
ments. Montgomery County and
Urban Forester I'B. Johnson said
the meeting was well attended, and
that potential borrowers and creditors
seemed to learn a lot.

Montgomery was recertitied a Tree
City USA at ceremonies in Oak Park
during late February. State Iorester
C.W. Moody presented the plaque and
colors from the National Arbor Day
Foundation to Mayor Emory Folmar
and other city officials. The presenta-
tion was part of a week-long celebra-
tion of the importance of trees in our
cities and our lives, and was joined by
many adulis and most of the lower-
grades school children of the area.

Bullock landowners gathered at the
vocational center in Union Springs
March 25 to learn aboul alternatives to
row crops and cattle as income
producers for their land. This was an
economic development workshop
sponsored by the Human Resources
Development Center at Tuskegee
University, and was opened by the
Center’s Director Dr. T.T. Williams.
Along with forestry as an alternative,
production of catfish. vegelables and
fruit was considered. The facilitator
for the program was Sandy Me-
Corvey. a Macon resident most
experienced in agricultural matters.
Landowners attending also heard from
James Paulk, former manager of the
famous Bonnie Plant Farm near Union
Springs: R.I. Jones, marketing
consultant with the State Department
of Agriculture and Industries. who is
assisting with the opening of the
farmers” market complex in Mont-
gomery: and Dr. Arlie Powell,
Extension Service [ruit specialist,
among several others. Dr. Peter
Mount, an Exlension forester sta-
tioned at Tuskegee University, pre-
sented the pine (imber production
alternative, and the AFC’s Macon
County forester Jerry McGhee served
as program consultant.

On Thursday April 3 there was a
landowner’s gathering at the Exten-
sion Service offices in Wetumpka.
Elmore Supervisor Lynn Justiss said
the subject was wildlife management—
both game and non-game species—and
lots of local and area landowners are
interested in this. Extension Wildlife
Specialist Dr. Lee Stribling was the
featured speaker. f

Peter Pine
Says. . .

Plant Trees,
GrowJobs |

ORDER NOW!

E.A. Hauss Nursery
Rt. 3 Box 322
Atmore, AL 36502
(205)368-4854

John R. Miller Nursery
P.O. Box 236
Autaugaville, AL 36003
(205)365-8333

Jake Stauffer Nursery
Rt. 5 Box 142
Opelika, AL 36801
(205)749-0636 4

Miller
*

Hauss
-

Stauffer




PROTECT
YOUR

TRE

FROM
FOREST
PESTS

by JIM HYLAND, Chief, Pest Management

IN RECENT YEARS the damage caused by
insects to forest resources in the South
has been frequently drawn to the attention
of forest landowners and managers. Much
progress has been made toward reducing
such damage. Federal, state and industrial
agencies have set up pest control organiza-
tions and/or programs to prevent and con-
trol pests on public and private lands.

It is doubtful, however, that prevention
and control are effectively practiced on
small land ownerships. Considering that 74
percent of the forest land in Alabama is
owned by ‘‘forest farmers’’ it is readily
apparent that greater effort is needed in this
area of forest protection. This is the area of
forestland ownership with which the Ala-
bama Forestry Commission is concerned.

Forest farmers can do much merely by
being conscious of the pest problem and its
impact in dollars and cents, and by be-
coming familiar with simple recognition of
common pests and conditions which favor
their attack. Not only should the forest
farmer be concerned with proper pest
management, but the homeowner should be
doubly concerned. The aesthetic and or-
namental value of a homeowner’s one or
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several trees is incalculable. They even
seem to become part of the family.

Several dangers are ever present in the
life of a tree, the greatest being insect pests
and disease organisms. Not only do they
damage and destroy large and small trees,
but they begin their destruction even as the
seed is being formed. Millions of dollars
worth of trees destined for wood products
are lost each year. An untold number of
ornamental and shade trees are injured or
killed each year, causing large monetary
losses or expenditures. Unfortunately,
foresters may be creating their own prob-
lems with the planting of large areas of
even-aged trees of the same species—an
ideal situation for insect and disease epi-
demics. Natural disasters, of which there
are many, and man-made disasters, usually
in the name of progress, all have their effect
and contribute to a happy holiday for the
pests.

Insects and diseases cause more tree
mortality than do the dreaded wildfires.
The destructive agents affecting forests in
the United States, according to the 1982
Forest Resource Inventory, shows that
the mortality cause in order are as follows:

Disease—64.2 million cubic feet, Insects
—34.2 million cubic feet, and Fire—2.5
million cubic feet.

In spite of the multitude of threats, it
can be reported that all insects and diseases
do not kill the trees they attack. Frequent-
ly only some growth loss, reduced vigor,
unsightly appearance, or decay occurs.
To the homeowner this is not too serious,
although the initial discovery of the dam-
age or pest at work may be a shattering
experience.

Of primary importance in preventing pest
losses is keeping a healthy well-managed
forest. Second, early detection of pests or
damage must be made so that their impor-
tance may be evaluated and control mea-
sures applied, if and when necessary, to
keep losses at a minimum.

Skilled evaluation of a pest outbreak
is critically important, for on it depend
major decisions: whether to apply control
measures, type of control to apply, the
timing, and the cost of control operations
measured against resource losses that the
pest may cause. All too often, costly con-
trol measures have been applied unneces-
sarily or ineffectively because no evaluation
or a poor one was made.

The control of pests has become a com-
plex operation, particularly as it relates to
the use of chemicals. Quite a number of
insecticides recommended in the past are
now banned for use in the forest by federal
and state agencies; DDT is a prime exam-
ple. All pesticides are being reviewed by
these agencies, and no doubt some will
be banned and others restricted because of
their potential hazard to the environment.

Thus, wise decisions concerning the
control of insect and disease outbreaks
are now more important than ever before.
1t is, therefore, recommended that when an
outbreak has been detected and possibly the
pest recognized, specialists should be
consulted for information and advice—
particularly if a potentially serious insect is
suspected. Assistance may be obtained
from personnel of the Alabama Forestry
Commission, from some forestry schools,
and from private consultants.

Forest pest management is an important
segment of work done by the Alabama
Forestry Commission. As one slogan states
it, ‘‘Pest management does not cost, it
pays.’”” The public can be an important
segment of pest detection in Alabama.
If dying or dead trees are found, it is the
duty of the public to report it to their local
Forestry Commission Office. For the
Alabama Forestry Commission to fully
protect, conserve and increase Alabama’s
forest resource, the public must do their
part in reporting, not only fires, but also
other killers of the forest. &



TIMBER HARVESTING:

WHICH SYSTEM WOULD YOU SELECT?

THERE IS MORE TO HARVESTING than
simply cutting and removing trees
from a forest. Harvesting operations can
become quite complex when a number of
men and machines are combined to move
many different products from the stump to
the mill.

‘‘Harvesting system’’ generally refers to
all of the various combinations of labor and
machines for removing timber from a stand.

Shortwood Systems

Shortwood systems normally produce
pulpwood in lengths short enough to be
legally hauled crosswise on a truck. Gen-
erally, lengths of 8 feet or less are considered
to be shortwood. However, stick or bolt
lengths may vary regionally. In the South,
5’3" (63 inches) is standard.

The bobtail system is the simplest short-
wood system. Trees are felled, measured,
bucked, and loaded onto the truck at the
stump and hauled directly to a concentration
yard or mill. Because of the tremendous
amount of manual labor involved, the use
of this system is declining.

Another system is the partially mecha-
nized shortwood system. Trees are felled,
limbed and topped at the stump, and lengths
moved to the landing on rubber-tired skid-
ders. Bucking the material into shortwood
occurs at the landing where it may be

loaded onto a truck or trailer or piled down
for reloading and later transport.

The last system is a fully mechanized
shortwood system, which uses a multi-
function machine to perform all of the basic
operations. These machines are expensive
and limited with respect to specific tree size
as well as the requirement for level terrain.
They are designed to fell, limb, buck, and
accumulate shortwood on the back of the
machine. Other types of machines may only
fell and forward tree lengths to the roadside.

Longwood Systems

Obviously, longwood systems produce
segments longer than eight feet. These may
be used for products such as pulpwood,
sawlogs, veneer logs, poles, and piling.

Random length longwood systems do
not cut material to any specific lengths, but
normally would produce pulpwood ranging
from 8-20 feet. Trees are bucked without
measurement and lengths are typically
determined by the length of the truck bed
or trailer used for delivery.

Multiple stick length systems save time by
eliminating bucking of pulpwood material
into bolt lengths. Trees are measured in mul-
tiples of shortwood lengths and then bucked
on-board the truck using a chainsaw after
loading or later by a ‘‘bundle bucker’’ at
the mill.

Log length systems generally produce
sawlogs or veneer ranging from 8-16 feet,
plus trim allowance. Measuring and buck-
ing normally takes place at the landing
where products are sorted for loading.

Tree Length Systems

Tree length systems deliver material to
the mill without bucking. Usually, felling,
limbing, and topping to a four-inch top with
a chainsaw occurs at the stump. Then the
entire tree length is skidded to the landing
and loaded onto tree length, trailers for
hauling to the mill. Bucking into various
products, if accomplished, is performed at
the mill.

Full Tree Systems

Full or whole tree systems are so named
because the whole tree is skidded to the
landing for chipping. These systems pro-
duce chips from the entire above-ground
portion of the tree. Tracked or rubber-
tired feller-bunchers and grapple skidders
are commonly used to move material to a
mobile chipper. A fleet of trucks and van-
trailers are then used to haul the material to
a destination. A few operations debark
limbed material prior to chipping, and then
screen the material after chipping to ensure
a higher quality chip. f
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INSPECTING

TIMBER SALES

by DAVID A. HOGE, Lands Coordinator

MANY LANDOWNERS ARE LEERY Of
conducting timber sales on their
property because of the adverse impact that
improper harvesting activities can have on
their land. Poorly conducted harvesting
practices are not only aesthetically dis-
pleasing, they can also contribute signifi-
cantly to erosion potential, reduce site
quality, and damage residual trees. The
extent of this impact can be dramatically
reduced if the landowner desiring to sell
timber remembers these four key points:

1. T lay out the sale area so that sensitive
areas are protected and avoided by the
logger,

2. To sell only to reputable, conscientious
timber buyers,

3. 1o demand a written contract which
specifies the various provisions and re-
strictions under which harvesting activ-
ities can occur, and,

4. To conduct frequent inspections of the
sale area to ensure that minor infrac-
tions of the contract are noted as they

The desired goal of a properly conducted timber sale.
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occur and corrective action can be
taken in a timely manner.

The four points are self-explanatory
and easy to follow. If additional help is
necessary, however, seek the advice of
a professional forester.

Some Areas Need Protecting

Sensitive areas are those in which log-
ging should be restricted to certain equip-
ment limitations or not considered at all.
Areas such as steep slopes, swampy bot-
tomland, critical wildlife habitat, or those
with fragile soils are examples of sensitive
areas which should be flagged off or other-
wise marked so that harvesting crews will
be aware of their presence.

As you might find a bad apple in any
basket, so, too, you may find a bad logger.
Be sure of the timber buyer’s and logger’s
reputation and sell only to those you are
confident will do a good job. Advertise
your sale in order to get a number of buyers
interested and to reduce your chances of
getting stuck with one bad offer.ﬁ

Contracts Are Cost-Effective

Contracts are important documents as
they protect both the timber buyer and
timber seller. Contracts should contain all
provisions and clauses pertaining to the
timber sale, such as these:

* Names of the parties involved

* Date and place of contract signing

* Guarantee of ownership

* Location and description of property
* Description of timber to be sold

* Conditions of payment

* Cutting regulations

* Contract term

* Performance bond

This list is by no means all-inclusive.
Those preparing to engage in a written
contract should discuss the agreement with
their lawyer beforehand.

Following the contract signing and prior
to the first tree being cut, it is vitally
important that the landowner or his repre-
sentative and the timber buyer and logging

The author inspecting a timber sale.



supervisor meet at the sale site and go over
the contract and the sale area so that every-
one has a mutual understanding of how the
operation is to progress and what is expect-
zd of each party. This meeting should be a
visual and verbal reinforcement of the
limber sale contract. It is also appropriate
at this time for the landowner to point out
any hazards to the logging supervisor such
as wells, septic tanks, underground cables,
and the like.

Small maneuverable harvesting equipment
also does little damage and is most efficient in
2arly thinning of pine plantations.

If, as part of the contract, the seller
requires the posting of a performance bond,
the timber buyer and logging supervisor are
more likely to adhere to the terms of the
timber sale contract and listen to what you
or your representative have to say during
the inspection process. Performance bonds,
usually a percentage of the total sale price

;__'}- L : 5 ﬁ_.;- ] 1 s .,_“-'_.l\q:

(about 10-20%), are held until the opera-
tion is completed satisfactorily and all the
terms of the contract have been met.

Visiting the Logging Operation

Frequent and timely inspections during
the course of the harvesting operation are
also very important. Minor infractions of
the contract can be noted and brought to
the attention of the logging supervisor
and corrected quickly in a cost-effective
manner.

During these periodic inspections it is
important to note that the logger is adher-
ing to the following:

1. Staying within sale unit boundaries

2. Cutting only that which he is entitled to

3. Notdamaging residual trees

4. Keeping roads, trails, and drainages
[ree from obstructions

5. Avoiding sensitive areas

Using livestock for skidding causes little damage

to residual trees.

6. Protecting improvements, such as
wells, ditches, fences, etc.
7. Exercising best management practices

8. Cooperating in his dealings with you

Best management practices is a term by
which forestry practices designed to reduce
soil erosion, protect water quality, and
preserve site productivity have come to be
called. Practices such as wet weather log-
ging, skidding straight downhill or down a
drainage, slash debris in streams, and poor
road construction are bad manangement
practices which you hope to avoid by nature
of your contract and periodic inspections.

[t is the author’s contention that if the
timber in question has been sold correctly
and the above described points are consi-
dered and followed, that many of the prob-
lems associated with logging operations
can be avoided and the timber seller’s
TREASURE protected and in many in-
stances improved. o

YOU

Quaght To Be
In Pictures!

R. Davip HALL is shown (wearing a

TREASURE cap, naturally) holding
a book, Once Upon a Time which he wrote
about the Old Emory Chapel and surround-
ing community which once thrived on the
site of his TREASURE Forest. Hall works
diligently to preserve the church and sur-
rounding cemeteries. His land is managed
to promote timber production and wildlife
while at the same time preserving the his-
torical heritage.

WARD'S MILL

REASURE FOREST LANDOWNER

Leonard Blanton stands with a copy
of the LaFayette Sun in front of the historical
marker for Ward’s Mill, the site of the first
white settlement in Alabama, which is
located on his property. He and his wife,
Hazel, work diligently to maintain the forest
land and to retain the historical features.
Blanton devotes much time to working
with the Chattahoochee Valley Historical
Society, writing for the newspaper, and
looking after his TREASURE. f
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HUNTER’S CHOICE
DEER SEASON IN ALABAMA

by ROBERT E. WATERS, Biologist, U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation Service

WAT IS A ‘‘HUNTER’S CHOICE’’ deer
season? Is such a season of any
real value to Alabama’s deer resource or
to landowners and hunters in the state?
Let’s see.

A hunter’s choice deer season has exist-
ed in parts of Alabama for several years.
This season allows a hunter to harvest two
deer per day, but if he does, one of them
must be unantlered. In Alabama, unant-
lered deer in fall and winter are mainly
does, but a few are bucks. In essence, the
hunter’s choice season in Alabama permits
the harvest of more female deer. This sea-
son does not allow the harvest of spotted
fawns since they are less than six months
old and simply too young to harvest.

In 1985-86, a hunter’s choice season was
in effect in all or parts of 54 Alabama
counties. The season ranged from 2 days in
parts of Jackson County to 42 days in parts
of Lee, Macon, and Russell Counties. The
other 13 counties did not have a hunter’s
choice season in 1985-86 because some of
them have a low deer population and har-
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The white-tailed deer has a high potential for increasing its
numbers. its population would increase at a very rapid pace
if there were no deaths except from old age. That rapid
potential is illustrated by line PPG, potential population
growth. That potential increase never occurs, though, be-
cause there are also deaths from accidents, diseases and
other causes.

f a population of deer in Alabama is not deliberately
controlled by man, preferably by sport hunting, deer numbers
soon exceed carrying capacity or the ability of the areas to
support deer in good condition year after year. When that oc-
curs, the deer's food supply is drastically reduced which
results in a massive die off of deer as indicated by line UPG,
uncontrolled population growth,

Controtled population growth, as represented by line
CPG, in which the population is maintained somewhal below
carrying capacity by hunter’s choice or other either-sex deer
hunting, prevents massive die offs and results in high sus-
tained yields annual yields of high quality deer.
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vesting of does is not recommended by
the Alabama Game and Fish Division.
Additionally, many residents of those
counties do not desire such a season. The
population is high enough in a few of the
counties to warrant harvesting of does, but
the residents prefer to harvest only bucks.

The following statements are presented
for the benefit of landowners, hunters,
and others interested in the state’s valuable
wildlife resource. The statements are
somewhat general because deer populations
and habitat (food, cover, water) vary greatly
within the state and even from one tract of
land to an adjoining tract. These statements
are generally true of the deer resource
in the state today and are based on many
years of research by the Alabama Game
and Fish Division, Alabama Cooperative
Wildlife Research Unit at Auburn, and
other reputable organizations and individ-
uals in the Southeast.

Some believe it’s best to harvest only
bucks and to leave the does for breeding.
They hold this belief even though they are
living in an area of the state that’s already
populated with more deer than the food
supply can support year after year without
damaging their own habitat, damaging
the habitat of other wildlife and becoming
a nuisance to landowners and others.

In most of the state today, there’s a real
danger of saving too many does for breed-
ing. If the population continues to grow at
the present rate, what will happen in a few
years to deer and their food supply in more
of the state? What will happen if we do not
harvest the doe deer? The answer to both
questions is obvious——the deer population
will outgrow its food supplies!

Research in Alabama and other parts of
the Southeast has revealed some other inter-
esting facts. In some instances, it is good
mangement and wise use of the resource
to harvest only bucks. That’s especially
true if the population is low and suitable
habitat is plentiful. The state’s deer popula-
tion was low a few decades ago, and suit-
able habitat was abundant, meaning that
it could safely support more deer. At that
time, it was good management to harvest
only bucks and to save the does for breed-
ing purposes.

Today in Alabama there’s an abundance
of deer in most places and an overabun-
dance in many others. According to esti-

mates by the Alabama Game and Fish
Division, there are now 1,005,000 deer in
the state. If they were placed in a line with
the tip of one’s nose touching the tip of
another’s tail, the line would extend about
800 miles or the distance between Mont-
gomery and Washington, D.C.! Also,
according to research, it is good manage-
ment to harvest some of the does. Thus, the
current hunter’s choice season is beneficial.

Research also indicates that harvesting
about one-third of the deer in a fall popu-
lation such as we now have in Alabama is
advisable. Further, about equal numbers of
both sexes should be harvested each year.
For example, if the fall population on a
tract of land is 60 deer, 20 of them should
be harvested during hunting season. Ten
should be bucks; the other ten should be
does. The hunter’s choice season easily
allows this to occur.

It’s very difficult to harvest one-third of
a fall population in most of the state unless
about equal numbers of both sexes are
harvested. Failure to do this will result in
an even greater increase in the population.
Why? There is no effective predator in
Alabama such as the mountain lion (cougar,
panther) to help keep deer populations
under control.

If man doesn’t control the deer popula-
tion through sport hunting, Nature will do it
for us. She will control it by excessively
high death rates when the population out-
grows its food supply. This is already
occurring in many parts of the state.

If Nature is allowed to control the deer
population, then bugs, buzzards, and
opossums will benefit from the valuable
deer resource. If we control it by sport
hunting and by harvesting both bucks and
does, deer will provide human food and a
great deal of wholesome recreation for
thousands of people. The latter is by fara
better choice.

Here are some characteristics of an area
that’s overpopulated with deer:

1. Choice deer foods are eliminated.

2. The fawn crop is smaller.

3. Death rates are higher, especially
among fawns and the older deer.

4. Average weight in various classes
decreases.

S. Bucks have smaller antlers.

6. Harvestable bucks (those with bare
antlers visible above the natural hair-



line) make up a smaller percentage of
the population.

7. In farming areas, crop damage is more
serious.

8. Parasites and diseases of deer are
more prevalent.

9. Forest reporduction is heavily browsed.

10. Young planted pines, especially those
grown under fertile conditions in nur-
series, are heavily damaged.

Since landowners control the hunting on
their lands, they play a key role in whether
these undesirable characteristics become
more prevalent in Alabama. Hunters and
the general public can exercise some con-
trol as well. Landowners and hunting clubs
sincerely interested the best management of
their deer resource are encouraged to
cooperate in the state’s deer management

P

Three white-tailed bucks feeding in an overgrazed foo
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winter clover. The sanctuary is over-populated with deer.

program. Information on this program
is available from the Alabama Game and
Fish Division, 64 North Union Street,
Montgomery, AL 36130 (205)261-3469.
The hunter’s choice season is a real
opportunity for many landowners in the
state to supplement their income from pay

hunting, and at the same time, help to
control the deer population on their lands.

More information on deer is available
from the Alabama Game and Fish Divi-
sion, the Soil Conservation Service, the
County Extension Chairman, the Alabama
Forestry Commission, and others. ®

HATS OFF TO THE AFC!

by SAM GRAVEL, District Forester, Huntsville

YOU CAN “‘HATS OFF”, salute, or ap-
plaud, but you must admire the mem-
bers of the Alabama Forestry Commission
who are so dedicated to a resource as to
give of themselves so completely year after
year, to develop and protect the forest
resource for Alabama’s citizens, their
children and Alabama’s greatest manufac-
turing industry. We have again this year had
the opportunity to observe some of this
dedicated spirit put to the test. Through the
driest January on record, a warm February,
a warm and dry March and April, fires
have resisted control, and these men and
women have worked continuously in order
that Alabama’s citizens and the forest re-
source might be safe.

As the annual migration of birds is
observed to move north in the spring, so do
the wildfires appear to march from South
Alabama to North Alabama. As the sun
warms the carth further and further north,
the March winds begin to blow and make
fires of all sorts more at risk for getting out
of control. The winter has killed the
vegetation that will make up the fine fuel
for burning, and the cold dry air prepares
it for ignition.

During the normal activities of the earth
for farming operations, gardening,
cleanings of the home-place, some fires
accidently escape to threaten the owner’s
forest or the forest of another nearby
landowner. Some fires are a result of
carelessness. These include those

deliberately set by persons who through
lack of consideration for other members of
the community take no precautions for their
fire’s control. Other fires are deliberately
set by psychoneurotic persons.

Whatever the cause, the Forestry
Commission member drops what he is
doing, like the ‘‘Minutemen’’ of our
country’s early days, and becomes a fire
fighter in the highest order. The training
and experience provided in the Commis-
sion’s training programs and through years
of on-the-job training immediately are put
into play as the fires are sized up, attack
plans formulated and plans put into motion.

Fire season is also that time of year when
many other jobs are being performed in
conjunction with the minutemen role. Each
of these must be dropped and almost
forgotten until the emergency is past. Forest
management recommendations are being
formulated through consultations with
the management specialists, plans are being
written, tree planting assistance is rendered,
seedlings are being transported, Arbor Day
ceremony plans are in progress, FFA
Forestry Judging Contest teams are being
trained, and insect and disease detection
surveys are in progress that will provide
early indications of summer’s problems.

Firefighters also drop anything having to
do with personal life, too. Family life and
relations with their wives, husbands, and
children are put on indefinite hold until all
the fires are contained. Many of their

young children wonder where the parent is
as he/she leaves before they get up in the
morning and comes home after they have
been put to bed at night—if he/she gets
home at all. Mom moves in to do all the
family chores usually shared by Dad and
vice-versa in some cases. Along with
keeping the car running, the bills paid, and
the children in school comes an extra
burden. Washing those smoke filled clothes
several times to get them clean and having
them ready for the next fire only adds to the
problems.

These Forestry Commission personnel
become so involved in this one important
job that they will go night and day in pursuit
of a wildfire’s control and ignore their own
health. Very often they will get colds or
other ailments from being in the heavy
smoke on the firelines too long, but like the
old snapping turtle who has latched on,
will not release his prey until it thunders.

I must say, these men and women do
a tremendously good service for Alabama
and I could not be any more proud that
I have the opportunity to be a part of the
Alabama Forestry Commission and to be
associated with them. They do a fantastic
job and my hat is off to them, I salute them,
I applaud them and admire their strong
dedication. If the world were made up
entirely of people like them, we would
have a better world in which to live. ®
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1t’ll Take You Where You Want to Go

THERoAaD To
TREASURE

by ROBERT L. WIGGINS, Forest Management Specialist, AFC, Montgomery

IN THE INFANCY of any forest manage-
ment program, the landowner may be
totally frustrated by the seeming unhospi-
tality of an unmanaged forest tract. After
that very first attempted reconnaissance
through briars, brush, and bugs, a land-
owner’s enthusiasm about the great south-
ern outdoors may be reduced to unprintable
opinions! There is certainly little similarity
between the dense jungle-like woodlands
which often pass for forests and our idyllic
dreams of open woodlands—towering tim-
ber shading the crystal streams and mossy
green carpet where abundant wildlife
thrives.

Follow the Grassy Green Road

Access is such an obvious requirement
for forest management that we seldom
elaborate on its importance. After several
years of working with and learning from
TREASURE Forest landowners, I realize
that the development of the land almost al-
ways begins with good access, not just
a narrow trail here and there through the
woods. Once the “‘jungle’” becomes an
easily traversed retreat for the landowner in
his spare time, the all-important thought
processes can then follow. Specific ques-
tions arise: How can I improve the growth
of this stand? How can I open up that spot?
Does this stand need thinning? Can that site
accommodate a pond?

When Is a Road More Than a Road?

Access roads can often double as fire
lanes. How nice it is to have the benefit of
access to the property as well as protection
against the spread of fire, benefit to wild-
life, aid to timber sales, recreational op-
portunities, aesthetic enjoyment, and help
with the overall management objectives.
These benefits are so intertwined that the
best way to discuss them is from an ecolog-
ical viewpoint.

Creation of a Fire Ecosystem
Much of the South’s forests as we know
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it—upland pines, bottomland hardwoods,
and strong population of deer, turkey, and
small game—is often referred to as a pyric
ccosystem (Perkins, 1982). Quite simply,
the composition of the ecosystem is related
to and somewhat dependent on the occur-
rence of fire. Not only does fire create
openings by burning the matter in its path,
but it also changes the vegetation upon
which all animals depend. Wildfire burning
indiscriminately in our woods can be harm-
ful, but the beneficial aspects are needed to
economically maintain the environment we
know. Controlled and applied at the right
time under exacting conditions in pine
stands by experienced people, prescribed
Jire can help to accomplish these benefits.
Do not attempt to prescribe burn in hard-
wood stands as they will not withstand
the fire. Fire lanes not only help to keep
damaging fire from spreading, but also
facilitates prescribed burning.

Once a burning regime is established, the
tender young growth which springs up
(browse) is ideal for deer or even cattle. In
addition, the pine stands will have an open,
more pleasing appearance, and will also
attract wild turkeys.

The Wider the Better

Even with a prescribed burning pro-
gram, there often is a scarcity of grassy
openings with seed bearing annuals on
timber tracts. Anytime that an opening is
made in the tree canopy (logging, disease,
wind storm, etc.) a rapid succession of
vegetation will sprout. First will come
the annual weeds and grasses, then woody
brush, and finally trees again! The early
grass stage is beneficial to the wildlife
by providing abundant insects, seeds, and
cover in many cases. Simply by widening
the fire lanes the width of a disc harrow on
each side of the woods road, enough sun-
light will reach the ground to ensure the
growth of these grasses. Additionally,
annual discing will also improve the fire
protection quality of the lane without soft-
ening the road in the center.

Winter browse is not easily accessible in

most well managed forests. By maintaining
food plots at points along the fire lanes, the
wildlife would have an ample winter food
source. The lanes themselves could even be
seeded with rye or clover.

At even greater widths—30-50 feet or
more—fire lanes can double as pastures for
supplemental grazing for cattle on many
TREASURE Forests. A correctly stocked
cattle operation on timberland can become
an opportunity for additional profits while
waiting for harvest time (Alabama’s
TREASURED Forests, Spring, 1986,
p. 15).

Cost Can Be Modest

Often the timber removed to make room
for the wider fire lanes can be used to pay
the cost of construction of the lane itself. A
basic 10-foot lane can be constructed for as
little as $150 per mile. Improvements such
as crowning, ditching, stream crossings, or
seeding can run the cost up considerably.
Recommendations on the planning and
construction of fire lanes can be obtained
from the Alabama Forestry Commission,
U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation Service, and
many private forestry and wildlife manage-
ment specialists (Alabama’s TREASURED
Forests, Fall, 1983, pp.18-19).

There is magic in traveling a fire lane.
Maybe it’s the mystery of the lane winding
out of sight deeper into the woods, the
pleasant appearance of a well-maintained
lane itself, the anticipation of spotting
a deer or turkey on the open ground, or
maybe just the serenity of the experience.
Many TREASURE Forest landowners have
already found the road to multiple use
management through the establishment
of a system of permanent fire lanes. You
can get on the right road, too!

References
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CONTROLLING EROSION
PROVIDES A BETTER
ENVIRONMENT FOR BOTH
MAN AND TREES

Temporary roads can be protected from erosion by water breaks and vegetation.

by JERRY JOHNSON, State Staff Forester, U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation Service

SOIL EROSION is usually not considered
a problem on forestland, but, like
many other things, becomes real only
when it occurs on your property. Roads that
have turned into small gullies become
problems because you can’t drive through
your property,-This is a real hindrance
to managing your forest. Sediment from
eroding roads can also pollute nearby lakes
and streams. Mechanical site preparation
makes tree planting easier but it can also
reduce tree growth because of the pushing

of topsoil into windrows and because of soil
erosion.

About 500,000 acres of forestland in
Alabama have erosion problems. The
major sources of erosion on forestland
are roads, skid trails, landings and areas
that have been site prepared. Damages may
be prevented or reduced by applying ero-
sion control practices and using site pre-
paration practices that minimize soil
disturbance.

Roads are one of the major sources of

erosion on forestiand mostly because of
improper location, poor construction and
lack of maintenance. Several hundred tons
of soil may erode from roads annually, and
sediment from eroded roads can damage or
kill trees. Large gullies may develop on
woodland roads as a result of erosion, and
when this happens several acres of land ptus
the use of the road can be lost.

Erosion can be controlled on woodland
roads by water breaks, broad based drain-
age dips and ditches. Water breaks are
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mounds of soil built diagonally across
a road to divert water off the road. The
concentration and overland flow of water is
the major cause of erosion on woodland
roads. Water breaks are best suited to roads
not heavily traveled or to roads with grades
greater than ten percent. A series of water
breaks may be needed on long, steep
grades.

A broad based drainage dip is a broad
based dip in the road which collects water
moving down the road and diverts it off the
road. Dips are easily crossed and are best
suited to heavily traveled roads with grades
less than ten per cent.

Ditches with turnouts are usually needed
on heavily traveled roads. The road surface
should be crowned to divert water into
adjacent ditches. Turnouts are needed to
prevent erosion within the ditch and should
be placed at points where water leaving the
ditch will not cause gullies.

Stream crossings are an important con-
sideration in building woodland roads.
Culverts and bridges are needed for cross-
ing natural drains or streams. Fords should
be used only in streams with rock bottoms
and stable banks.

Establishing vegetation is an important
part of controlling road erosion. Temporary
roads should be vegetated before closing,
and the roadbanks of permanent roads
should also be vegetated. There are several
grasses, legumes and other plants suitable
for vegetating woodland roads or disturbed
areas. Lime and fertilizer should be applied
and the land prepared to provide a good
seedbed. If you need help in selecting the
proper plant, contact your local represen-
tative of the Soil Conservation Service,
Alabama Cooperative Extension Service or
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Mechanical site preparation may cause severe erosion on soils that are highly erodible.
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the Alabama Forestry Commission.

Roads can be maintained by grading
and shaping. Traffic should be limited
during very wet seasons. Culverts and
bridges should be inspected and replaced
as needed.

Erosion can be controlled on skid trails
by keeping the grade gentle, constructing
water breaks and by establishing vegetation
after logging. The number of skid trails
should be kept to a minimum to reduce soil
disturbance.

Erosion on landings can often be con-
trolled by establishing vegetation but some-
times a diversion terrace may be nceded to
divert runoff water. Vegetated landings can
easily be managed to provide food and
cover for wildlife.

Another major cause of erosion on forest
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land is mechanical site preparation. Erosion
rates vary according to the method of site
preparation. The use of straight blades
and shear blades expose the soil and create
conditions highly favorable for erosion.
Several inches of topsoil may be pushed
into windrows. Disking is another method
of mechanical site preparation that can
cause soil erosion. Soil erosion rates of 50
tons or more per acre can occur during the
first year after site preparation when these
methods are used. The loss of two inches
of topsoil from certain soils can reduce tree
growth by as much as 50 percent.

Chopping is a mechanical method of site
preparation which produces low erosion
rates. The soil is protected by the remaining
surface vegetation and litter.

Herbicides and prescribed fire are other
methods of site preparation which generally
produce little or no erosion. An extremely
hot prescribed fire creates conditions
favorable for soil erosion by removing all of
the litter layer. Care should be taken to
avoid this problem.

Many landowners in Alabama are taking
positive action to control erosion on
forestland. The TREASURE Forest Pro-
gram has played a major role in making
people aware of soil erosion. The “‘E’” in
TR*“E’’ASURE stands for environment
which includes soil erosion. Erosion of
soil not only has an adverse effect on the
environment, but it also results in a reduc-
tion of tree growth.

Controlling erosion on forestland is
important in developing a forest into a
TREASURE. If you need technical assis-
tance in applying erosion control practices
on your forestland, contact your local Soil
Conservation Service, Alabama Coopera-
tive Extension Service, or Alabama
Forestry Commission representative.  #
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Erosion control measures can prevent roads from becoming gullies.



MEMORIAL

The memories of these people will stand forever in the minds of those who knew, loved, and respected them.
Their presence in the forestry community will be missed.

Mayo Guthrie, retired AFC Supervisor
in Walker County, died May 1, 1986. He
was a man of action whose contributions
o forestry as well as his community will
stand forever as a reminder of the work
and dedication he put forth. The love and
influence he generated is reflected in
the hundreds of friends who knew and
respected him.

Ell Smith, nursery worker at E. A. Hauss
Nursery in Atmore, died March 30, 1986.
Ell had worked at the nursery for thirty-
six years and always was known for his re-
liableness and dedication. Fellow employees
respected him and appreciated his optimism
in carrying out his job.

Mooney Nalty, TREASURE Forest land-
owner and Tree Farmer in Escambia County,
died March 5, 1986. His contributions to
forestry went beyond the county in which
he lived to extend to all Alabamians. Those
in the forestry community considered it an
honor to have worked with such a man so
dedicated to improving the forest resource.

Watrous Garrett, TREASURE Forest land-
owner in Clarke County, died March 11,
1986. He was always proud of his designa-
tion as a TREASURE Forest and took every
opportunity to pass his forestry knowledge
on to his family, friends and neighbors. His
love for the land was clearly exhibited
through his actions of good stewardship.

Ned Folmar, TREASURE Forest land-
owner in Crenshaw County, died May
15, 1986. Totally dedicated to the im-
provement of the forest resource, he was
innovative in his approach to finding new
techniques for managing his woodlands.
Chairman of the Forestry Advisory Com-
mittee in Coffee County, he worked
diligently to promote forestry in that com-
munity even though his home and forest-
land were in another county.

Nancy Jordan, wife of TREASURE
Forest landowner Roy Jordan, died April
27, 1986. She was an inspiration to her
family, friends and the children she taught.
Her religious convictions were evident
in her life and reflected in her unselfish
devotion to her family and their interests.

*
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REGISTRATION FORM

THIRD ALABAMA LANDOWNER AND TREASURE FOREST CONFERENCE
CIVIC CENTER
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA
SEPTEMBER 11-12, 1986

NAME (type or print)
ADDRESS

COUNTY
PHONE

Category of Participant (Please check one)

Alabama Farm Bureau Federation Alabama Wildlife Federation

Forest industry U. S. Forest Service

Consulting Forester Farmers Home Administration

Tree Farm Member _ Agri-Business Education

TREASURE Forest Landowner _ (ame Fish Division, DCNR

TREASURE Forest Creed Signee __ School of Forestry

Alabama Forestry Association Member Alabama Agricultural Experiment Station

Soil Conservation Service _ Tennessee Valley Authority

Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service _ Soil Water Conservation Committee

Alabama Cooperative Extension Service School of Agriculture and Biological Science

- Alabama Conservancy

__ Other (please specify)

NOTE: There will be a $25 registration fee. (This fee includes banquet and lunch attendance.) Make check payable to Alabama Forestry Conference
| will attend the banquet on Thursday night.
| will attend the lunch on Friday.

Additional banquet tickets for spouses and guests are $15 each.
Additional lunch tickets for spouses and guests are $5 each.

REGISTRATION FORM AND FEE MUST BE SUBMITTED BY AUGUST 31, 1986 TO:

Mrs. Cynthia Page

Chief, Information and Education
Alabama Forestry Commission
513 Madison Avenue
Montgomery, AL 36130

A detailed program and information on motel accommodations will be mailed to each person who registers.
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