
Trees have always been a fundamental touch-
stone for Alabama’s viability. The state has one 
of the most productive timberlands in the 
world. Alabama’s forest resources are a critical 
component as a subset of North America’s 
production of wood products – and continues 
to grow. Additionally, Alabama’s  forests lie 
within the heart of the most productive 
geographical area of the United States. Approx-
imately 93% of Alabama’s timberland is owned 
by families, private individuals, or companies. 
Less than 10% of this timberland is publicly 
owned, which is the opposite of many western 
U.S. states. 

Annual inventories of American forests from 
the U.S. Forest Service’s Forest Inventory 
Analysis (FIA) program data show how the 
state’s volume of sustainably-grown timberland 
has increased from 39 to 44  billion cubic feet 
since 2015. Even as the state supports a vast 
forest products sector, it continues to add a 
little more than 2% of tree volume year after 
year. According to FIA data, the proportion of 
softwood versus hardwood, by volume, is about 
as close to an even split as possible. The 
availability of sustainable fiber attracts capital 
investment and creates jobs! Alabama’s 
sustainably-managed timber resources are 
world class, continually growing in supply, and 
will continue to position the state as an 
attractive target for forest industry and more.  

Private forests produce enough oxygen for 
214 million citizens to breathe every year.

Growing oxygen

cleaning the air
Private forest landowners are sequestering the emissions 
of 3.6 million cars annually driven on Alabama’s roads.

safe drinking water
Alabama residents get more than half their public 
drinking water from private forests.

FORESTS TO FAUCETS
60% of Alabama’s surface water flows 
through private forests.

storing CARBON
Alabama’s forests are estimated to have a ‘sea’ of 
stored carbon with a volume of approximately 
1.16 billion metric tons.

forest resources

2015

2020

Acres of forest land
(million acres)

23.13

23.09

16.95

16.56

38.50

43.61

Number of living 
trees on forest land
(billion trees)

Volume of live trees
on forest land 
(billion cubic feet)

PRIVATE

93.19%

OWNERSHIP FEDERAL

4.08% STATE &
LOCAL

2.73%

Alabama’s forest 
inventory data is the 
most current in the
United States.

The state supports a vast 
forest products sector yet 
continues to add tree volume 
year over year at a rate of 

(SOURCE: USDA/USFS/ALABAMA FORESTRY COMMISSION, 2020)

(SOURCE: USDA/USFS, 2020)

2 to 2.5% per year

(SOURCE: FOREST LANDOWNERS ASSOCIATION, 2020)

ALABAMA FOREST FACTS



Concentration: 

Industry Capital Investment:  $6.7 billion in the last decade

Payrolled Forest Industry Businesses:  1,472

TOTAL FORESTLAND: 

23.1 million acres

TOTAL ECONOMIC OUTPUT:      

$27.7 billion
Exports $1.3 billion               
in forest products

TOTAL VALUE ADDED:

$11.1 billion

 

Ranks third in timberland acreage 
among the lower 48 states.

TOTAL JOB OUTPUT:

123,477
TOTAL LABOR INCOME:

$6.6 billion

 
for Lumber, Pulp, Paper/
Paperboard, and Wood Panels10

FORESTRY INDUSTRY IMPACT

The forest industry remains critically important 
for Alabama’s economy. It is a key component 
in the state’s value-added supply chain and is 
among the top manufacturing sectors in the 
state, as well as the most important industry in 
rural Alabama. Several attributes make it a very 
positive business climate for the forest industry 
including a vast transportation infrastructure 
(road, rail, and waterway), hundreds of 
potential site locations, port  access, one-stop 
environmental permitting, low taxes, industrial 
training, right-to-work, and locations 
convenient to large demographic markets. An 
investor needs to be confident that investing 
new capital in Alabama’s timberland will return 
value for decades. Established, existing 
industries will also continue to enjoy a valuable 
and economical footprint for the future.

The forest industry has been selected as one of 
seven marketing targets for recruitment within 
Accelerate Alabama – the state’s marketing 
strategic guideline. Forest industry is a major 
strategic target for economic development for 
the Alabama Department of Commerce. Also, 
the Economic Development Association of 
Alabama has included forestry within the target 
market sectors of the Rural Development 
Initiative. Wood is good for Alabama—always 
has been—always will be. A sustainable, 
renewable asset. 

CROSS LAMINATED TIMBER

LAMINATED VENEER LUMBER

ORIENTED STRAND BOARD

MEDIUM DENSITY FIBERBOARD

PRESERVATIVE TREATING

CONVERTED PAPER

POLES & PILINGS

GLULAM 

PELLETS

OTHER MISCELLANEOUS 
WOOD PRODUCTS

alabama produces a VARIETY of 
wood-based products including:
LUMBER

PULP & PAPER

FLOORING

FURNITURE

CABINETRY

MILLWORK

CONTAINERS

TRUSSES

PLYWOOD 

VENEER

Alabama forest industry job 
concentration is 2.57 times the
national job concentration

(SOURCE: AIDT/EMSI Q1, 2021)

(SOURCE: AIDT/EMSI Q1, 2021)

(SOURCE: AIDT/EMSI Q1, 2021)

(SOURCE: AIDT/EMSI Q1, 2021)

Rank: Top Ten Production Within The U.S.

Alabama has 157% more forest industry jobs than you 
would expect to find in a typical average forested U.S region

(SOURCE: JACKSONVILLE STATE UNIVERSITY, IMPLAN)



Every county is 
a�ected by the state’s 
forest industry and is 
considered
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Baldwin

Clarke

Mobile

Lee

Dallas

Pike

Hale

Clay

Jackson

Bibb

Monroe

Perry

Wilcox

Butler

Sumter

Dale

Walker

Tuscaloosa

Jefferson

ShelbyPickens

Marengo

Barbour

Marion

DeKalb

Coosa

Choctaw

Covington

Coffee

Blount

Madison

Chilton

Escambia

Lamar

Greene

Cullman

Macon

Henry
ConecuhWashington

Elmore

Colbert

Russell

Fayette

Bullock

St. Clair

Talladega

Morgan

Lowndes

Franklin

Winston
Etowah

Geneva

Lawrence

Marshall

Calhoun

Houston

Tallapoosa

Autauga

Lauderdale

Cherokee

Cleburne

Chambers

Randolph

Limestone

Montgomery

Crenshaw

Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, Intermap, increment P Corp., GEBCO,
USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance
Survey, Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), (c) OpenStreetMap
contributors, and the GIS User Community

!( Paper Manufacturing

[g Logging

XY Furniture and Related Product Manufacturing

GF Wood Product Manufacturing

Alabama Department of Labor
Labor Market Information Division

Alabama Forest Industry 2019

Source: Alabama's Quarterly Census
of Employment and Wages, 2019

        NATIONALLY IN 
THE FOREST PRODUCTS 
SECTOR’S CONTRIBUTION 
TO STATE ECONOMY

1

2

3

4

5

3.01%

2.98%

2.66%

2.35%

2.23%

Arkansas

Mississippi

Alabama

Oregon

Maine

3RD

the most important 
rural manufacturing 
sector in Alabama

(SOURCE: AIDT/EMSI Q1, 2021)

If Alabama’s forest 
industry would 
disappear, the state 
would lose

 

approximately 

$5.8 billion 
in total earnings, 

111,000+ 
jobs, and 

$492 million 
in taxes

(SOURCE: AIDT/EMSI Q1, 2021)

(SOURCE: AIDT/EMSI Q1, 2021)

(SOURCE: AIDT/EMSI Q1, 2021)

(SOURCE: AIDT/EMSI Q1, 2021)

Alabama’s Forest Industry Distribution

(SOURCE: ALABAMA POWER, CHMURA)



birmingham

MONTGOMERY

Workforce development is critical to the 
sustainability of Alabama’s economy and 
manufacturing sector – particularly for our 
forest industry. There is a workforce shortage 
recognized throughout the nation and the 
South. Alabama has recognized the need to 
recruit additional qualified and skilled workers 
for our manufacturing sector and is ushering in 
new, exciting, and e�ective initiatives. Our 
state has a significant wood-based workforce 
supporting rural Alabama communities, and 
the industry continues to expand. The 
ForestryWorks! initiative has been a successful 
model for e�ecting and attracting workers for 
Alabama’s wood-based industry. Early 
intervention is the key. Alabama citizens are 
our greatest economic development asset.

Alabama’s ForestryWorks! is the 

Forestry is one 
of the Southeast’s 

Workforce is the greatest 
asset for a company

ForestryWorks! is a collaborative e�ort 
by the Forest Workforce Training 
Institute and other partners within the 
forest industry to develop a pipeline of 
qualified workers for the logging and 
wood product manufacturing industries.

largest 
industries

2020 JOBS

2,880 to 2,936

1,639 to 2,879

944 to 1,638

544 to 943

248 to 543

0 to 247

only workforce development 
program developed for 
forest industries in the 
United States

SOURCE: ALABAMA FOREST WORKFORCE TRAINING INSTITUTE 

Forest Industry WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT


