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MINUTES          
ALABAMA FORESTRY COMMISSION 
October 6, 2009 
 
 
PRESIDING – Melisa Love, Chairman 
 
SECRETARY - Linda Casey, State Forester 
 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT – Melisa Love-Chairman, Don Heath, Jerry Smith,  Jett Freeman, Ken Real, 
Randy Gilmore and Johnny McReynolds. 
 
ALABAMA FORESTRY COMMISSION PERSONNEL PRESENT - Linda Casey, Bill Baisden, Patrick Glass, 
Hank McKinley, Dan Jackson, Craig Hill, Neil Letson and Regina Miller. 
 
GUESTS:  Rick Oates, Alabama Forestry Association. 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER –Chairman Melisa Love called this special meeting of the Alabama Forestry 
Commission to order at 10:00 a.m. on October 6, 2009 in the Forestry Commission’s Executive Conference 
Room located at 513 Madison Avenue, Montgomery, Alabama 36104. 
 
ROLL CALL – Regina Miller called the roll. All Commissioners were present. 
 
Regina Miller announced that the meeting had been properly advertised. 
 
MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 20, 2009 MEETING – A motion was made to accept the minutes of the meeting 
with Melisa Love’s last name corrected.  Don Heath made a motion to approve the minutes with this change. 
Ken Real seconded the motion and the motion carried.   
 
NEW ASSISTANT STATE FORESTER – State Forester Linda Casey introduced Patrick Glass as the new 
Assistant State Forester, effective Nov. 1, 2009.  On Oct. 1, Patrick began employment as a Regional Forester.  
Commissioners introduced themselves and Glass spoke briefly about his background. 
 
ARRA GRANT UPDATE - Cogongrass - Bill Baisden stated that Larson & McGowin has hired Joey Van Dee 
to handle cogongrass detection and he is currently in Greene County.  At this point, there have been more than 
120 spots detected in Greene County.  A 350-acre site has also been detected in Sumter County. 
Baisden informed Commissioners that the Alabama Forestry Commission contains a summary of the ARRA 
(stimulus) grant.  Bill said that we made need to change our strategy and move more dollars into eradication. 
 
Southeast Longleaf Grant –Baisden stated that the Commission requested $150,000 for Longleaf on 
September 30th and plans to make an additional request for working capital. 
 
Baldwin and Geneva State Forests – burning to destroy understory has been completed.  Geneva State Forest 
has potential for red cockaded woodpecker habitat.   
 
 ARRA Prescribed Burning Grant in the amount of $5,000,000.   Dan Jackson, Protection Division Director, 
explained that a Prescribed Burning Coordinator will be hired along with a 5-man crew. 
 
GRANTS – Jerry Dwyer, Administrative Division Director told Commissioners that we currently have 17 active 
grants.  Seven grants are in the final stages and are mostly urban forestry grants.  (Attachment #1) 
 
Dwyer went on to explain that the agency is implementing a new time program that is database driven.  The 
new program will better track accomplishments that are used to match federal grant dollars. 
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WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE – Neil Letson, Management Assistant Division Director, reported on 
Alabama’s first green infrastructure demonstration project with Troy University.  The project shows the water 
quality value of rehabilitating a 22-acre natural drain, stream, and wetland area on the university’s campus.    
 
Letson also reported on the agency’s work with the Alabama Regional Council of Governments regarding 
green infrastructure workshops which have been held around the state.  He commended Stanley Anderson for 
his work with the Regional Councils. 
 
NORTHEAST REGION OVERVIEW – Hank McKinley, Northeast Regional Forester, presented an overview of 
the region.  The region includes twelve counties with a total of 43 employees.  (Attachment #2) 
 
STATE FORESTER’S REPORT – Linda Casey, State Forester, informed Commissioners that the budget for 
2009 is about the same as 2008 - $32 million.  The agency has been informed that we should plan for proration 
of 12% in 2010 which means a reduction in the budget to about 29 million dollars.  The 2010 budget does not 
contain funds for equipment or capital improvements.  Casey noted that over one-third of the agency’s pickups 
have over 150,000 miles. 
 
She went on to explain that there has been no increase in severance tax since the tax was imposed.  
Currently, there is less revenue generated than when it began.  She went on to say that we hope to  
eventually include biomass in severance tax collections. 
 
Alabama TREASURE Forest Association (ATFA)/ Alabama Natural Resource Council Meeting – A meeting of 
representatives from the Alabama Natural Resource Council met with ATFA Executive Director, James Malone 
and other members of ATFA regarding the use of the TREASURE Forest logo.   Both parties agreed to 
develop proposals on how the logo will be used. 
 
ALABAMA A&M FIREDAWGS – Casey explained that the Commission is working on an agreement where 
Alabama A&M forestry students will work with AFC personnel and receive training and work experience 
opportunities. She commended Balsie Butler, Fire Operations Chief, and added that there might be an 
agreement signing by the end of the year. 
 
(Attachment #3 – State Forester’s Report) 
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT RULES AND REGULATIONS – Casey reported that the Law Enforcement Rules and 
Regulations have been sent to the Legislative Reference Service.  An issue of constitutionality has arisen 
and the AFC plans to ask for an opinion from the Attorney General’s office. 
 
Ken Real made a motion to develop a resolution to support the law enforcement rules and regulations that will 
be sent to state legislators.   Johnny McReynolds seconded the motion which passed by unanimous vote. 
 
Chairman Love appointed a nominating committee of Jerry Smith, Ken Real and Jett Freeman to present their 
slate of officers at the January 2010 meeting.   
 
DATE AND LOCATION OF NEXT MEETING – The January 2010 meeting was tentatively scheduled to begin 
at 10:00 a.m. at Geneva State Forest (may need to reconsider location) on the 20th. 
 
ADJOURNMENT – Don Heath made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 12:45 p.m.  The motion was seconded 
by Ken Real and passed by unanimous vote. 
 
 


