COMMON PERSIMMON

Diospyros virginiana L.
OTHER COMMON NAMES: Persimmon, Eastern persimmon, Date plum, Simmon.
FORM: Usually 25-50 feet tall, 12-20 inches in diameter, occasionally 100 feet

high with diameter 2 feet, trunk usually short and slender with spreading, often pendulous,
branches forming a broad or narrow round-topped head.

BARK: On old trunks 3/4-1 inch thick, dark brown tinged with red, or dark gray, deeply
divided into thick square plates broken into thin persistent scales.

TWIGS: Slender, bitter, grayish to reddish-brown, become darker the second year.

LEAVES: Alternate, simple, oval, acute at apex, margin entire, cuneate or cordate at the
base, 4-6 inches long, 2-3 inches wide, thick, dark green and lustrous above, paler below.

FLOWERS: Appear when the leaves are more than half grown, on branchlets of the year
from March in the extreme South to June in the North, staminate and pistillate occur
separately; staminate in 2-3 flowered cymes; pistillate, solitary, on short-recurved
pedicels, 3/4 inch long with greenish-yellow or creamy-white carolla, nearly 1/2 inch broad.

FRUIT: A juicy, spherical, orange-colored or red-cheek berry, with remnants of the style
persisting and seated in the enlarged calyx, usually contains 4-6 seeds.

WINTER BUDS: Alternate, broadly ovate, closely pressed against the twig, I/8 inch long,
sharp-pointed, covered by 2 dark brown glossy scales.

WOOD: Hard, heavy, compact, susceptible to a high polish, heartwood brown to black,
sapwood paler, yellowish, often streaked with black.

USES: Pulp, lumber, golf club heads. Historical uses: shuttles, shoe lasts, handles.
HABITAT: Prefers a light somewhat sandy, well-drained soil, also rich bottom lands,
DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS: One vascular bundle in the petiole; bark often
broken into quadrangular blocks; buds with 2 dark brown scales; leaves simple, margin
entire, deep green color.

DISTRIBUTION IN ALABAMA: Common over the state.
EXPLANATION OF PLATE

1. A fruiting branch 4.  Cross section of a fruit
2. An oblong fruit 5. A seed
3. Vertical section of a fruit 6. An embryo
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