
CUCUMBERTREE

Magnolia acuminata  L.

OTHER COMMON NAMES: Cucumbertree magnolia, Cucumber magnolia, Mountain
magnolia.

FORM: Height 80-90 feet, trunk diameter 3-4 feet; in the open, the bole is tapering,
continuous through the pyramidal crown, lateral limbs clothe the trunk almost to the
ground; in the forest, the bole may be free of branches 40-50 feet and the crown much
restricted.

BARK: Grayish-brown to brown, l/3-1/2  inch thick, furrowed, covered by numerous thin
scales.

TWIGS: Rather slender, at first with soft, pale caducous hairs, soon bright red-brown,
eventually gray.

LEAVES: Alternate, simple, ovate to oblong, 4-12 inches long, acute at apex, rounded or
slightly cordate at base, margin entire, thin, dark green, smooth and glabrous above, paler,
slightly pubescent beneath.

FLOWERS: Terminal, glaucous-green, tinged with yellow, campanulate, about 3 inches
long, perfect, sepals 3, petals 6, 2 l/2-3  inches long.

FRUIT: A red, cone-like cylindrical mass about 2-2 l/2  inches long, composed of numerous
coherent follicles which open at maturity to release the fleshy seeds; seed scarlet,
drupe-like, suspended at maturity by long, slender, white threads.

WINTER BUDS: Alternate, densely covered with thick, pale, silky hairs, terminal bud
ovate-oblong, acute, somewhat curved, 2/5-4/5  inch long, lateral buds smaller, almost
surrounded by the leaf scars.

WOOD: Light, soft, close-grained, brittle, pale yellowish-brown, thin yellowish-white
sapwood.

USES: Pulp, interior wood, furniture. Historical uses: veneer, crating, Venetian blinds.

HABlTAT:  Rich woods close to streams, moist slopes.

DISTINGUISHING CHARACTERISTICS: Shape and size of the leaves; flowers greenish;
cone-like fruit; thick and deeply ridged bark.

DISTRIBUTION IN ALABAMA: Madison, Cullman,  Fayette, Walker, Tuscaloosa, Lamar,
Pickens, Bibb, Chilton, Greene, Autauga, Pike, Coffee, Covington, Wilcox, Choctaw,
Monroe, Butler, and Baldwin Counties.

EXPLANATION OF PLATE

1.  A fruiting branch 7. Cross section of a seed
2.  A flower, the calyx and corolla 8. A seed, the fleshy part of the

removed testa removed, showing the
3. Vertical section of the gynoecium stony portion
4. A stamen 9.  An embryo
5. Vertical section of a seed 10.  A winter bud
6. A seed, the base of the pulpy

portion of the testa removed,
showing the stony interior
portion
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